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“Gentlemen, ladies. welcome to Doha by the Sea
rmmwﬁmqﬁmldrmmdlu“m“h
sty Kirwar. 16 we acrually hawe 1o esser lrags yoa will be plapng
a cracial rode in ackeeving our obwomes by morracting with che coal-
u.l.Huhlm lhmmdlﬁrﬂlnﬂmwm
it bt nogerhier o make up a very sreeg veass — and thar's & oo
orpt that will be stressed ovrr and owver again — and you ke all
enpressnd an imeerest in the Cowll Affairs uni. Fm sare we'll all ga
along amd make the sy proud of us” Major Sesuons wee o,
hlack. and had a smile that b up the hradg ernt. She looked
sharp in her deert cammes, Jonesy nudped me with his elbow and
I Buael an icdea what b was thimking

“Char ertire detschment is made up of sboa fory-reo poople
ans] there will be some swaching aroand as we go along We mighs
lm—mll_ll-ld-r:ﬂunﬂmmimmqui—




conicept because what we're going 1o be doing, as an sdvance Civil
Adfairs it i v mses futuee needs. Right sow we have one medi-
cal trwm. one consrICDIN bEEm, G0 intelligmer eeam, securiny per-
sonnel. snd & Mex sram thar will work direcaly with the narive
papalatinn, Some of the secarty prople will also be assigoed o work
with the kcala, s you see bos Thaid the Crril Affsirs swnit will be.
This & en empoitant mosion asd youle importass 1 i Don'
forget that. Captain Coles will brief you on your assgnancens,
vt mussion, snd pour eelssionship o che Infisery while you'e
oer here. Thank you.”

Major Sewaions smiled agun. prvoied an her righe beel, and
mirerd smasely From the small stage.

I had beeen ineroduced 1o Capiain Cales when 1 firm arvived st
Carmnp Dhoha and b seemed all right. Mot ws gung ko, bot no
slappy. either. Tall and than wich bhat-gray eyes, Coles alwapn
Incked wincere, w if he really wanted bo know sbout you and was
interested in what you were saving, He waited untsl Magor Sraions
ket before: he wert bo bas chipboand,

"V e wverybesdy Based beve beat che theee srw securisy crams,
When | call ot yonsr name give me some sign that yeu'se here,
char yosape adive. and el me yoer bometown,” he maid. ™Yo’ nov
trying cut for Asvevan Lis] 50 be as bisef a3 yevm 2an be, | just need
all of you o sase connecting names and faces and ger 10 know
rach other, Evamar™

“Corporal Eddir Evana, Stormmwille, Bles Yok, sie!”

“Jones!”



Corporal Chanlie Jomes, Sione Mountain, Georgaa. sirl”

“Harnia! ™

“Sespeart Roberr Harris, Tisnpa, Ploeuls. sr”

“Kennedy!”

“Corparsl Marls Kennedy. [ha Hills, Mew York, sic!™

“Perry!™

“Provate Robin Prery, Hazlem, Mew York, srl™

Captain Coles lowked up at me. “What kisd of name 5 Robaad
Wour mama didnt know if you were a boy or gid?™

“1 thimk she knrw, ur”

“Welll. whark is n? Boy e gui™

“Mlam, sirt™

Oy, | cam deal with thae,” Cales aid. “Dhasey!™

“Specialis pean Darcy, Oak Park, inee, ™

“Ricnz™

“Corparal Vietoe Fiss, Albuguenque, Mes Mezas”

“Mice pereen.” Capmaim Coles said. “Dhandorhs™

“PC Shellly Dianoth, Rickenond, Vinginia.™

“Pendlencet™

“Corpord il Pendleson, Leenown, Wes Virginia™

As Captain Coles read offl the bist of names | looked around
o sew harw many of the guys and the four women | remembered
fremn the flight ever, W had all arvmd shoas che same i from
the Scares, whach was posd. Mo rwo-month “old-timer” [ wan
glad m er rvrrybody was weAring Bame L,

Oy, listen up!™ Captaan Coles put his clipboasd down and




CAUGHT IN THE CROSSFIRE

Robin “Birdy” Perry, a new army recruit from Harlem, isn't quite
sure why he joined the army, but he's sure where he's headed:
Iraq. Birdy and the others in the Civilian Affairs Battalion are
supposed to help secure and stabilize the country and success-
fully interact with the Iragi people. Officially, the code name
for their maneuvers is Operation Iraqi Freedom. But the young

men and women in the CA unit have a simpler name for it:

WAR

*Astonishing.” —The New York Times Book Review
“Unflinching.” —5unday Denver Post
“Superb.” —S5an Francisco Chronicle
“Unforgettable.” —wwaw.teenreads.com
* *Riveting.” —School Library Journal, starred review

* “Breaks uncharted ground.” —Booklist, starred review

LOOK INSIDE FOR A BONUS INTERVIEW WITH THE AUTHOR AND

A SPECIAL PREVIEW OF THE COMPANION NOVEL, FALLEN ANGELS!
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