oy
Q.

K
ANGRY

Management




NAK

Mr. Mak removes books from cardboard bowes and
plitnl-l'b:m'm somc order that makes semse to him,, o
the bookshelves oceupying three of the four walls of his
small office. There are fiction books, biographics, left-
leaning political tomes dating back to the Reagan years,
Bronze stanses of homses divide sections; framed picrures
of his recent first trip 1o his ancestors” homeland, Japan,
hamg om the ome newly pamied cggshell wall, slong with
hiz all-sroasd cowhoy plague wos b oan obscure senior
roden circuit on the dusty plains of Wess Texas,

He plops into the oversized office chair and places
his boors on the desk, gazmg around the roeom, letting
his eyes fall on the rodeo plaque. Fifteen vears ago, he
left & job misch like this one o get back o his Japanese
ooy oot now he's back, Siany-two @ too damned
old 1o make the Eghtning trip frons ssddle v dire one
more tme. Symimsetry. He nods, gratefisl thar Global
Communirty Health was willing 1o hire him as a full-time
counsclor at an age when many counselon petire,
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CHRIS CRUTCHER

"W bare idr in Elvir fwo-ciade region wha meed Belp,
Mr. Nakarawi, Owr purindictian covers threr ool divirices,
Lawge in wrea bl nor @ wsck in pepulation, Lan woar v
& roid enn; wr bad fwo swicider—ans by gun ond ane by
averilsice—and af lar ons majer ractal incident. We nerd
0 geT famE prEPERTin gotng. "

“Sewmdy likv the yob for mi, ma "am, ™ Nak aid. “Tois'r
bragqain, e ['ve worked wieh bids in toagh nfustions all
wey life. Been in a few wysedf. 1 shink you're right, geeting
@ furmg on v, by the way ”

“Tan comy hpgbly recemmmnded from yowr ywarr im the
Clark Favks scivod disteigr, and yow 'l be working wink some
o thawr buely. Rt we're expamding eur embrace, ifvow will
S af thee grant money fir your alary wad wrigten for by
winy aFem 't it dlivesr of aeadts; bidi whe base rad fite
sy ol lwck or snes with a fragile emorional mukewp.
T bmow, iy wbo will make i 8ty aet @ chamer te work
s tiings drowph, ® De Hademon mid, "IN make e
Jpaind ki wbabever yow mecd "

“Precimee i "

That was it. Shorcest imrerview bie'd ever Fusd.

T saicides, a major racial incident, plas the variouss
and sandry stail kids po through o get o graduation.
Hopeilly

Workds dangerous enough wathout bringing your



o fircarm o your hewd, or your mother's prescrption
pills po voisr gut.

Mak thumbs through his list of possible cicnts; the
terminally tough crowd first, then the kids recenty
gradusted or ready o graduate that Dy, Hairston thinks
could use a littde boost. He was impressed when be nead
Glohal Commsniey Health's mission statement, Ir was
the first preventative program he'd read abous thae mighe
b worth its salt, and chee first ths seemed sdventurnoas
enough w work with clienis” real lives. He spprecisted
that they worked with and through the school districes.
Thas sccms ke a good place 1o wresp things up.

Larak Syrmer, Angus Brelwne, Montana Wit [rome
#f there names seunded ke they were concocted by a bad
Merion writer), Mot Miller (thar’s a lisele mare ke it),
Trey Chawe. Stxtees aamer in all.

= Wir'pe separated these bidy dnra pwo groups, s with
dids we phawk can fly and one wich bide whe desperasely weed
survival dells, Owee ww wiert e, You Ay Wani [ e
vl erowmd, s thad s ali wp e v, [E's vawr program, M.
Makatiwi, we Munk e bave the best man for the fab.®

He looks st the hesder on thoir stationery. m you
THIMK FOLUR LIFE SUCKS, T PROBARLY DaES, D0 SOMETHING
BT IT,

o



Lt's a prlace: bor emiefins. For storiees that wall cip ot vour beact
i grve you hack one Better than what vou started with, Stones

about prejudice, rage, and hope. About survivieg i all and
ahl.'ﬂlln-t thie weorld that what deseani Ii" varp ke vim wlranger

In thiree movellas, Chiis Cruickes hoings together soms
al s most unlosgeteable charscie s amiang thom
Sarah Byroes, Angus Bethane. and Montans West

to bare thewr soulse. Mo ssparcoating bere. Just the truth.

"Crutcher lanatscs rejoice!
"I"nur__fn_u'itn_thﬁmtttrn are back.” —ALA Bkl
i "'Iﬁ]] ‘ﬁ'nlltth action pﬂll.'liﬂ‘], mpmsing R
i Tt is vintage Cruiches™ — vina
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