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[ketchup]

THE FIRET TIME ERIC MAYES EVER SO% HIM, DAVID: HALLEN-
back was runnang, of you could call it thar, ranning in
a halting, choppy-stepped, stumpy-legged shamble,
sdlowing down to ook back over his shoulder, stum-
bling farward, pawsing 1o catch his breath, then larch-
ing forwand again.

He was running from, not fo, and mot running, bat
Aeeing,

Scared witless,

Eric had never seen the boy before, But in chis town,
a place called Bellporr, Long kland, it was eroue of most
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kids. Eric didn’t know anybody. He bounced the bas-
kethall, Bicking it with hs fmgertips, not leokmg at
the ball, or the rim, or anything clse on the vast, empry
grounds behind the middbe school excepe for that curly-
haired kid who conldn't run o wve hic life, Which was
tor bad, really, becawse it looked o Eric like he migh
b doing exactly that—runmung for his life.

Eric took a halfhearted jumper, missed, Mo lift in
his legs, The ball bounced o the left wing, off the as-
phale court and oato the grass, where it rolled amd set-
thed, unchased. Eric had been shooting for almost an
hour, Working on his game or just killing ime, Eric
wasn't sure. He was tired and hot and a lirtle bored or
else he would have bounded after the ball like a pup,
pounced on it afrer the first bounce, spun on spindly
beggs, and fired up a follow-up shot, [nstead be let the
ball roll to the grass and, hands on his hips, dripping
sweat, watched the runining boy as he continued across
the grean lawn in his derection,

He doesn’t zee me, FJ'il:l‘l'H:!.IEJ‘I‘t.

Behind him there was the sprawling Final Ress Per
Cemetery. According 1o Eric's mother, it was suppos-
edly the thind-largest pet cemetery in the United States.
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And 1t's not like Eric’s mom was making that up just to
make Eric feel bewer about “the big move™ from Ohio
o Long lsland. Because, dub, nobody is going 10 ge
all pumped wp just because there’s a big cemetery in
your new homerown, stuffed with dead cats and dogs
and whatever else people want to bury, Were there pet
lezards, tucked into littde felc-lined coffins? Vietnamese
pothellied pigs? Parakeets? People were funny about
pets. But burying them in a real cemerery, complere
with engraved tombstones? That was a new one on
Eric. A lwtde excessive, he choagh.

As the boy drew closer, Ersc could see thas his shir
was torn, Ripped along the side seam, so thar it flapped
as he ran. And . . . was thar blood? There were dark
red splotches on the boy's shire and jeans (crazy
wiear those on a hot August afrernoon), Maybe it was
just paint. The whole sceme dida't look nght, that
much was sure, Mo one seemed to be chasing after the
boy. He had come from the far side of the school and
now traveled across the back of it. The boy's eves kepe
returning to the corner of the bailding, now one hun-
dired yards away. Nothing there, Mo monsters, no gob-
lins, no ghosts, no thing at all.
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YOU THINK YOU HAVE A CROICE?
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