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1. The Old Sea Dog

Squire Trelawney ancd Dr. Livesey
have asked me, Jim Hawkins, to write
down the story of Treasure Island. 1
will tell you everything, just as it hap-
pened. The only thing 1 won't tell you
is where the island is. That's becanse
there is still treasure buried there,
To begin my story, 1 must go back
o the time when my father kept the
Admiral Benbow Inn. 1 ostill remem-
Lier the day when a strange new guest
turneed up a our door. He was an old




siilor—tall and stronge, dressed inoa
ehirty blue coat, His haneds were rouglh.
His lingernals were black and bro-
ken. A long white sear ram across one
cheek, Just looking at wommade my
knees tremble.

I watchesl the: old sailor as he came
up the read e ooe door. Our inn
stood omoa high ¢l At the Toot of
the chfT was the occan, “Phe soranger
stared out e the waves [or a loing time,
Then he stavied singing w himsell, 1t
wits the Biest time 1 heared the oled seq
song that [ was w hear so often:

“Fifteen meen oo the clesel mgan's chiese,
Yo-hos-hr, e o bottle of ram!™

The old sailor’s face was always
dirty. His clinhes ware inorgs, Bur he
acted lke & man who was wused o giv-



ing orders. We callecd him the cap-
L.

The best chair in our parlor was
wxt o the lireplace. The cap-
med e chair right away,

rigli
tain ol;
she alter n
staring into the bre, But when other
sailors came w the inn he stayed o
ol sigrht. He would hide hehind the
lieawy curtain at the parlor door amd
SPY U OUE DEW ELesLs.

Ome day the capradn wold me that
he winterl e w keep an eye ouwt for
an ald sealaring man with ooe leg, 1
Fanel tew prrcimiise to waren b JF e one-
legged man showed up. In retuen, he
wortilel give me o silver coin at the he-
ginning of every month,

The thought of that one-legged
stranger gave me nightmares, 1 used

ht he wouled s there




STEPPING STONES

a chapter book

¥;n5 Jim Hawkins spends his days
working at his father’s inn. But everything
changes when a strange sailor comes to
stay as a guest, The sailor dies, leaving
behind a map in his sea chest. Jim sets
out on an adventure to find a treasure,
but a thieving pirate gang s after him!
Find out who gets the gold when they
get to Treasure lsland!
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