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Chapter 1

No one oven dreamed that the plinet
Earth was bBeing watched. No one
even gave much thought o life on
other planets. A lew scientisis, at
mest, imaginedl that there might be
some sort of life on Mars, Some sort
of plants or maybe animals, But no
one thought of danger.

People went about their work and
their play, They were sure that hu-
mans were more intelligent than any
other living thing,

Bul those who walched us were

more intelligent than we are. More
intelligent than we could even imag-

ine. Anel need had brightened thein




minds and made them sharp, Need
el hardened their heares,

Mars is much older than Earth,
and much smaller, Te s alse much
Garther Erom the sui, Mars has he-
comme very cold in it olel age. 1is seas
have shrunk, and s icecaps have
grown. Soon life there will hecome
impossibile.

The Martians must have warched
Earth through welescopes. They saw
green hills and blue water. And they
felt hope. Warm Earth was a place
they could  live, They carchully
planmed their move,

The Martians think of people on
Earth as we think of monkeys. Or
cven ants. Human life means very
little 1es thermn. Killing ws so thae they
could live would not maner,




But clon't judge them o quickly,
We humans have Killed ofl many
aninutls with no thought. The bison
is gone, 50 05 the dodo, When Eo-
ropeans moved w new lands, they
swepl away the people living there,
S0 who are we to judge the Mar-
tians?

Our problem with the Martans
started six vears ago, on August 12,
L5902, An astronomer, @ scicntist wheo
stielies stars, was wanching Mars, Ar
michnight he suw o huge ball of fire
shooing toward Earth very [ast. It
disappeared in llteen minues,

There was almost nothing m the
newspsipers about it the next day, Just
a Few lines on a back page. Ooly a
few scientists knew abow the stange
ball of lire,
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At first, nobody
seems to take
much notice of
the balls of fire
heading from
Mars to Earth. But
the fireballs turn out

to be spaceships filled with aliens from Mars!
And when the Martians turn their terrible
machines against the humans, it's all-out

war, Can humankind survive? Or will the
creatures from Mars take over the world?
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