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Tom at Work

“Tom!" hollered Aunt Polly.

Thers was no answer.

"Tom!"

Aunt Polly looked evervwhere for her
younyg nephew, Tom Sawyer. He wasn't in
his bedroom, That meant he was probably
up to no good. Tom was an omphan with a
thirst for adventure. But sometimes his
trouble-making was mare than she could
bear.

“Where on carth has that boy gone, |
wonder? T-o-m-m-mt” she screamed.

Aunt Paolly peered over the glasses
perched at the end of her nose.



“If 1 get hold of vou, Tom...” she mut-
tered. Aunt Polly poked a broom under the
bed. Hut Tom wasn't there.

Aunt Tolly went to the porch door, She
shouted out inta the garden,

Tamr™

A door creaked quictly behind Aunt
Polly. She wrned around just in time o
catch Tom sneaking out of the closet, She
prabbed the boy by the shire collar. His
hands and face wore filthy, But he was
grinning from ear to car.

“What were you doing in there?” she
demanded.

“Mathing,” said Tom, wddenly sheepish.

"Mathing! Look ar vour hands. Look at
vour mouth. ¥What is this mess?”

“I don't know,” replied Tom. Fle wied o
lsok innncent.

“Well, | know," said his aunt. “lis jam,
I've 1old you forty times o leave that jam
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alone, Now hand me thar switch in the
closer,”

Tom gave Aunt Polly the willow switch.
He was in a pickle now!

Aunt Pally lifted the switch above her
head. She was just about to sirike Tom on
the rear when he cried, “Aunt Polly! Look
behind vou! Whats that?”

The old lady whirled around. n a flash
Tom was out the door and scrambling over
the fence.

Aunt Polly shook her head and laughed.

“That rascall When will 1 learn? Hes
played that trick on me so many times |
should know it by now.”

Aunt Polly worried about Tom, She
wanted her nephew o grow up o he a
gond man, She waorried that he skipped
school oo much. She knew he would skip
school that very afternoon.

“I'll have to punish him tomorrow,” Aunt
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'Il‘ml Sawver and s fmend Huck Finn grow up
on the banks of the Mississipp River, Whether
thev're digging up treasure, fishing, showing off
for Becky Thatcher, or pretending to be pirates,
theres always an adventure with Tom and Huck!
One midnight the two pals witness a terrble erime
in the cemetery, But the wrong man is accused!
What will Tom and Huck do? Will they tell the
truth, or is the real cnminal too dangerous to facer?
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