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To the Teacher
This set of Comprehension Connection folders supports Best Practices in Reading by 
pairing science-based nonfiction stories with fiction stories on the same topic.  Follow-up 
questions and activities help build important comprehension skills and strategies shared 
by and unique to nonfiction and fiction stories.  By reading the stories and completing the 
accompanying activities, students will have a much greater understanding of these two 
key genres of reading.

Folders
There are 10 folders, each containing two stories.  These high-interest stories concern 
various science topics and are written at a 2.5-5.5 reading level, as determined by the 
Flesch-Kincaid Readability Scale.  The first story is a nonfiction story based on factual 
information.  A colorful, realistic picture gives expanded meaning and impact to the 
story.  The second story is a fiction story that relates to the nonfiction topic.  This story 
is brought to life through its first-person narrative style and the compelling illustration 
accompanying it.  Each story is followed by eight questions.  These questions reinforce a 
basic understanding of the story by asking students to go back to the story and find the 
facts that answer each question.  Two copies of each folder are included.

Activity Book
This 64-page activity book includes a reading level chart, five pages of reproducible 
activities for each folder, research suggestions, two reproducible activity templates, a 
progress chart, a glossary, and an answer key.

The five pages of folder reproducibles include vocabulary activities, context exercises, 
and skill-specific comprehension questions.  This set of pages creates an “activity 
packet” that can be given to students along with each folder.

The vocabulary activities are based on words in the Glossary.  Ten words that students 
may not be familiar with have been pulled out of each folder and defined in the Glossary.  
The activities test students on these words, asking them to match words with definitions, 
find words in a word search, and use some of the words in sentences.  The words in the 
Glossary may be introduced as a pre-reading activity.

The context activities feature sentences from the stories.  Each sentence is missing  
a word, and students must use context clues to determine which word is missing.  
This gives students extra practice understanding the meaning of words and how  
they are used.
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The comprehension questions provide lots of practice with key reading comprehension 
skills.  Main idea, sequence, comparison, inference, and summarizing are just some of the 
skills covered.

The additional activities allow students to further explore the nonfiction and fiction genres.  
The Find Out More page offers ideas for performing further research on the various folder 
topics.  The Story Map is designed for use with the fiction story to highlight such unique 
fiction elements as character, setting, and plot.  The Think About It page helps students 
make the connection between each set of stories, allowing them to understand the 
relationship between nonfiction and fiction.

Reading Level Chart
(Based on the Flesch-Kincaid Readability Scale)

Title Reading Level Word Count

1a Monarch Butterflies 4.8 317
1b Monarch Journey  3.6 344

2a Earthquakes  4.9 346
2b On Shaky Ground 2.9 359

3a John Muir 5.0  353
3b Father of the Forest 3.2  351 

4a Fossils   5.2 311
4b Bulldozers & Bones 3.1 360

5a Volcanoes 4.9 335
5b Last Day in Pompeii 3.0 374

6a Underwater Worlds 4.9 330
6b Saved by the Sea 3.8 360

7a Camouflage 4.4 337
7b The Lonely Chameleon 2.9 374

8a Ecosystems 4.8 320
8b Everything is Connected 3.6 328

9a Thunderstorms 4.4 309
9b A Ball of Lightning 2.6 360

10a The Night Sky 4.5 350
10b A Little Cosmic Dust 3.7 344
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©Remedia Publications 1 Comprehension Connection - Science

Name  ___________________________________

Read each defi nition. Then write the correct word on the line.

Vocabulary Matching

1. a group of something produced during 
 a particular cycle  ___________________________

2. to fasten onto   ___________________________

3. to move from one region or climate to another  ___________________________

4. deep valleys with tall walls on both sides   ___________________________

5.  the stage when a butterfl y larva is in 
its cocoon   ___________________________

6. to fl ap wings together rapidly   ___________________________

7.  the place where an animal or a plant lives
and grows naturally   ___________________________

8. a sweet liquid found in plants   ___________________________

9. animals that hunt and kill other animals   ___________________________

10. an inner feeling that happens naturally   ___________________________

migrate

habitat

chrysalis

instinct

predators

crop

fl utter

attach

nectar

canyons

1a Monarch Butterfl ies & 1b Monarch Journey
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Name  ___________________________________

Find each word from the word box in the word search.

Use each word in a sentence.

Vocabulary Activities

1.  migrate   

2.  instinct  

3.  attach  

4.  habitat  

1a Monarch Butterfl ies & 1b Monarch Journey

predators

crop

fl utter

nectar

canyons

chrysalis
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Read each sentence. Fill in the blank with the correct word from the 
word box.

©Remedia Publications 3 Comprehension Connection - Science

ContextName  ___________________________________

5.   The days are getting ____________________, and I must lay my eggs in a 
warmer place.

6.  I spot a train moving in the ____________________ I want to go.

7.  Finally, I am ____________________ I am supposed to be.

8.  I know he ____________________ why I have come.

where       direction       shorter         understands

1b Monarch Journey

1.  The monarch butterfl y is ____________________ the most beautiful of all.

2.  They must go to warmer places to lay their ____________________.

3.  Some ____________________ believe the movements of the sun guide them.

4.  Millions of butterfl ies ____________________ together in their winter home.

eggs     scientists    among   gather

1a Monarch Butterfl ies
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Name  ___________________________________

Comprehension Connection - Science 4 ©Remedia Publications

Use information from the story to answer the questions.

Comprehension Questions

1a Monarch Butterfl ies

Main Idea
1.  What is the second paragraph mostly about? 

 

Fact or Opinion
2.  Which of the following statements is a fact? __________

  a. Monarchs are the most beautiful butterfl ies.

 b. Some monarchs migrate to Mexico.

 c. California is a wonderful place to spend the winter.

Locating Information
3.  The wings can be ______________________________________ wide.

Cause & Effect

4.   What do monarch butterfl ies have to do when it gets cold? 

 

Conclusion
5.  Why do you think the super monarchs make it to Mexico and California?

 

 

Summarize
6.  Summarize this story in two or three sentences.
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Name  ___________________________________
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Use information from the story to answer the questions.

Comprehension Questions

Main Idea
1.  What is the story mostly about? 

 

Sequence
2.  Number these events in the order they happen.

  _____The narrator helps a woman who is crying.

 _____ The narrator joins thousands of relatives.

 _____ The narrator attaches itself to a train car.

Locating Information
3.  I’ll have to fl y __________, but I still have work to do here.

Picture Interpretation
4.  Look at the picture for this story. Write two things you can tell about the little boy.

 

 

Cause & Effect
5.  What would happen if the woman touched the narrator’s wings?

 

Summarize
6.  Summarize the last paragraph in one sentence.

 

 

 

1b Monarch Journey
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