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than a bus! Wally was a whale, and whales are bigger than
other animals.

@ At first, Wally stayed near his mother. They swam
together in the sea, Wally had to learn all the things a baby
whale must learn. Learning was fun for Wally!

@ Learning to eat was fun. Mother Bluewhale showed
Wally how to open his mouth and swim right through a lot
of tiny fish and water plants. As he swam through, the tiny
fish and water plants just popped into his mouth. Yum!
Yum! Good!

@ Learning to play was fun, too. Whales cannot stay under
water like fish. Whales must go up to the top of the water
for air. They made a big game of it. Mother and the other
whales splashed out of the water and jumped up in the air!
They had fun!

@ @ wally Bluewhale was just a baby. But Wally was bigger

® Wally went with them! Bang! His tail hit the water. He
liked to hear the noise. He rolled over on his back. He rolled
over to his front. He let a big spray of water splash out of
his head.

® Wally looked at his neighbors in the sea around him. He
saw an octopus hiding in the rocks. He saw a big fish eating
tiny fish. He saw a turtle hiding in its shell.

@ "Wow!" said Wally as he rolled over. “I'm so lucky! I'm
happy to be me—a big blue whale!"



9. What kept Jenny from winning the race?

a. The brake did not work.

b. Her front wheel fell off.

c. She looked back and slowed down.
10. What is the best name for this story?

a. A Sled Race on Winter Hill

b. Jenny Wins the Race

c. Lost by a Look

|_E' This Is a picture of the end of the race. The numbers on the
cars are not clear. Put the right number on each car.
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IE Read the cartoons. What are they talking about? Then answer
the questions on the next page. Write complete sentences for
your answers.

e WINTEE.

1

1. What made the chipmunk's cheeks so fat?
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The Goal of the Reading
Compr:hension&win

'How to Teach a Lesson

Reading Comprahension Series is a sal of consum-
able workbooks designed specifically for use in the
alementary and middle school grades to supplement
any existing program in basal reading, phonics, or
language aris. This series focuses on the purpose of
all reading at every level—comprehension of the
printed word. Its uniquenass lies in the early mterven-
tion strategy of developing comprehension skills from
the beginning stages of formal reading instruction,

The philosophy of the authors, experienced teachers
of reading, can be summarized as foliows:

* Students enjoy reading literature that relates o or
buids on their own expenences

* Story content and vocabulary shauld be presented
in a sequential, logical progressson

ommmmumambmwwiangum
arts skilis reinforcement.

*+ Skilled readers enjoy reading because their siill in
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they

encounter prnt.

* When leamers experience success, leaming be-
©COMEs a confinuous process moving them onward
10 higher achievements.

* The more readers read, the more proficient they
become. The best way to leam o read is by
roading.
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The following leatures characterize this senas:
* Short reading selections at the interest level of

Prior to g & lesson 1o sludents, locate the
vocabulary list on page 16 which lists words that
have not previously been used in the series. Intro-
duce these words to students at the chalkboard and
conduct a discussion of their meaning. Students
should compose senfances orally using the new
words. You may wish to construct & permanent vo-
cabulary list on tagboard sirips for flash card drilis.
Pariodic reviaw of vocabulary words reinforces a
student’s recognition and memory skills, and flash
card games make learning fun

Begin the lesson with the prereading activity pro-
vided on pages 7-10 lo reinforce listening, speaking,
and writing skills. By using these activities, the whole
language dimension can be brought into each lesson.

Each lesson bagins with an illustration, Discuss it
with students. Be sure that students can identify the
items pictured. Queston students about what they
think will happen and why. Give students time to
redate their experence with the animal or object pic-
tured, This preliminary discussion should create in
students a desire to read the story to find the answer
to & question you have posed, or to find out if they
are right about prediclions they have made concem-
ing the illustration.

Students may read the siory silently or orally, de-
pending on their abifity. The authors recommeand that
you provide baginning readers with place markers to
focus their atiention on the line being read. Some
mmmammmemd preferably in a

as ading-
nostic check on a child's reading habits.

Guide students in how 1o read the multiple-choice,
critical-thinking questions that follow each story, For
the first few lessons, this exercise should be com-
pleted as group work directed by you. ARer & sel of
possible answers has been read, ask students fo
search the story to suppor or refule each iem.

young students During this discussion and search, students receive
Gy but broad and rep rain- further exposure io the vocabulary and answer ques-
forcement for mastery fions more thoroughly.

* Multiple-choice comprehension exercises that de- A variety of i

WI“ y for taking ltests each lesson, M‘hl"llcwrlﬂb

* Word g ises that Y every identify the skills covered in each lesson. Then select

slory
* Review lessons that follow each group of stories
= A muititude of illustrations that provide context clues
and create reader enthusiasm
* A sequential program which may be used in group
sellings, leaming centers, or on an individual basis.

skills 1o
of Group needs.

On the pages that follow, you will find extending
activities for each lesson, These activities will reln-
force skills taught in lessons and help students apply
them to their daily reading.
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| Listening, Speaking, Writing Activities

Prereading Activity

Aead a horse story such as Black Beauly 1o the stu-
dents. Show the illustrations and discuss pars of a
harse with emphasis on saddles, reins, bridies, sfir-
rups, and manes. Make a chan of these terms and
have several students read them.

Extending Activity

Introduce a new word frof (rhymes with nof) for this
game. Have word cards printad

[agentewa | [atastiot |
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Alfter the cards are read, and students are familiar
with them, mix tham up. Hold up one card and have
the group act it out. Do another and then another. Be
centain 10 use & wild galiop as seldom as possible.

Prereading Activity
Discuss how to tame animals by covering these
points:

. Never put tha food in thir mouths,

Extending Activity

Prepare a big envelope in a nest shape. Place the
new words from the story on egg-shaped cards, Each
student may come up, remove one card, read it, and
place in nest. If any student has difficulty, he or ehe
may call on another student to read i for him or har.
Let one or two students fill the nest by reading all

the words.

Prereading Activity

Discuss how one word can have different meanings.
Write the word trip on the chalkboard. Ask students
for two different meanings for the word (a journay
and fo fall over something). Use tho words in sen-
tences o reinforce meaning. Tell students they are
going to read a story about a word that has many
differont maanings.

Extending Activity

Wit the it g words on th fly.,
Play. pipe, pit, spring. Discuss with students two di-
ferent meanings for each word, Distribute drawing
paper. Have students fold their papers in hall. Have
#ach student choose a word from the list on the
chalkboard and write it af the top of the paper. Then
have them draw pictures illustrating the two mean-
ings of the word.

Prereading Activity

Hide a series of clues in the classroom that event-
ually lead to a treasure the whole class can share.
UUse the same number of clues as students in the

reads ihe second clue and hunts for the third., Play
continues with a new player for each clue until the
treasure is found.




Extending Activity

Have sludents name ditferent types of races.
Example horse, car, List the types of races on the
chalkboard. Distribute drawing paper. Have each
student choose a race. At the bottom of the paper,
have each student write a sentence describing the
race. Have students illustrate their sentences,

Prereading Activity
Divide the class into four season groups. On the
chalkboard, write a season with the cormesponding
months written under it. Example Spring (March,
April, May). Distribute one large piece of drawing
paper to each group. Tell them to discuss what
makes their season special. Have them lustrate the
season logether. Display the finished drawings as a
mural.

Extending Activity
Have aach student write a riddle about one season.

Prereading Activity

Show students a number of books, each containing a
Table of Contents. Explain that the Table of Contents
i found in a book with many stories or sections.
Encourage students 1o find stories in the books using
the Table of Contents.

Extending Activity
Make a Table of Contents worksheet for students to
fill in at the school library. Include the following ques-
thons:

1. What is the title of your book?

2. On what page is the Table of Contents?

3. How many parts are In the book?

Have each student find a book 1o use to complete
the above exercise, Enlist the help of the Mbrarian.

Encourage them to include the weather and
clothing in their riddles. Then have each student read
her or his riddie aloud and have the class predict the
season.

Prereading Activity

On chart paper, write the heading Food We Like, Ask
students to think about their favorite foods. As stu-
dents tell you a favorite food, write it on chart paper
in the form of a direct quaotation. Example

Andy said, 1 like potatoes.

1 love tacos!” said Alice,
After all the are direct
aftention 1o the quotation marks. Explain that quota-
tion marks show us what someone said. Tell them o
watch for quotation marks as they read Story 11,

Extending Activity

Assign students to play the parts of Kate, Sandy,
Joe, Beth, Ted, Della, and a narrator. Have a narrator
read the text portions of Story 11 and the assigned
characters read the conversation. Repeat the activity
with different students taking each part.

Discuss with studenis the job of a park ranger, Ex-
jplain the kind of work a park ranger does, emphasiz-
ing safety. If possible, invite a park ranger 1o talk to
the class about her or his work.

Extending Activity

Have students tum to page 82 of Manes & Reins.
Ask them to make safety posters (lustrating one of
the salety rules mentioned on page 92. Posters
should include a written rule and an ilustration.
Display the posters throughout the school.

Prereading Activity

Bring in simple comic strips cut from the newspaper.
Fead them with students. Have each student cut one
strip into its panels. Have students exchange comic

strips with partners. Have them pul the canoons into
sequence.
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