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A Man Called Silas

Every night, Silas plays with his money.

Read the name of the story.

Look at the picture.

Read the sentence under the picture.

Read the first three paragraphs of the story.
Then answer the following question.

Preview:

B L0 D

You learned from your preview that Silas is a
____a. family man.
___b. httle man.
_____cC. slrange man.

__d. good man.

Turn to the Comprehension Check on page 10 for the right answer.

Now read the story.
Read to find out why Silas went to Raveloe.



A Man Called Silas

This is the story of a good
man. His name is Silas
Marner. He lives alone in a
little house in the town of
Raveloe. Silas has lived here
for 15 years. He makes his
living weaving thread into
cloth. He has no friends,
children, or family. But, he
has much money.

People know wvery little
about Silas, so they stay away
from him. He knows things
other people do not know.
That is why people think he is
strange. They think he may
hurt them or play tricks on
them. People want Silas to be
just like them.

Silas works all day and
plays with his money at night.
The money is in gold. Silas
works hard for it, but he does
not buy much. He does not
want much. He just works,
eats, and sleeps. And he eats
very little.

~  Before Silas came to
Raveloe, he lived in Lantern
Yard. He was a happy man.
He went to church in town,
and he talked to others. He
liked a girl. Her name was
Sarah. And he had a best
friend, William Dane. They
were like family to him. Silas
and his friend did many fun
things with each other.

One day his friend called
him a thief. “He took money
from another man,” William
told others. Now the people
in town began to believe
Silas was a thief. Silas was
hurt and scared. He talked
to people and told his side of
the story. But, no one believed
him.

“Look in my home,” said
Silaz. “You will not find the
money."

So they looked in his house.
To the surprise of Silas, they
found the money. Then all the
people stopped being friends
with Silas. And he lost his
girl. She began to like his
friend better.

Sometimes Silas would cry.
He would get angry too. And
he began to look old. Then he
began thinking, I must go
away. [t is time to walk away
from this town. [ will never be
happy here again.

So Silas said good-by to
Lantern Yard and walked to
Raveloe.

In Raveloe, Silag never
laughs or has fun. He talks to
people, but just about weaving
and cloth.

People do not like Silas.
They are scared of him and
where he comes from. They
think he has strange looks and
ways. And they do not like
that he has so much money.

Another thing people do not
like about Silas? He never
goes to church.

But, no one but Silas can
weave thread into cloth. So
when people want to buy cloth,
they talk to him. Other than
that, they do not come to see
him.

Every night Silas gets the
gold bags that he hides near
his bed. He sits by the fire and
holds his money. He looks at it
and it makes him happy. He
knows how much money he
has—-right down to the penny!

For a little time, people in
Raveloe wanted to believe that
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Silas made people well. Once,
Silas gave a woman brown
water and she got better
Soon, many people came to his
home. They asked them to
make their children well.

But, Silas did not know how
He said, “I can’t make vour
children better.”

The people got angry. They
did not believe Silas. Many
people said angry words.
“Silas is no friend. He will not
help our children!”

People stopped coming to
Silag” house. Now, Silas iz
alone again. No one comes
around to eat with him. No
one comes around to talk with
him. No one asks him to go to
a party. No one asks him to
take a walk.

But Silas got used to all
that. Now he wants to be
alone. He sees his money
grow. It makes him happy
Every day he puts more money
in his bag of gold. To him.
money is like a fine, spring
day. He likes it as much az a
pretty flower garden or a
parade.

But around Christmas time,
Silas will get something much
better than money. Around
Christmas time, he will get a
surprise. It will bring him
many friends.
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A Man Called Silas

VOCABULARY CHECK

| angry believe Christmas family hurt strange

I. Sentences to Finish
Fill in the blank in each sentence with the correct key word from the box above.

1.

2.

Doyou______ in Santa Claus?

Has your been to the circus?

Jamie found a little dog under the tree last

It was very to see the eat and squirrel getting along.
Mother was with Luther for painting the cat.
“Don’t pull the puppy’s tail, you can him,” said Mother.

II. Words of the Same Meaning
From the box above, choose the word which means the same as the one(s)
underlined in the sentence. Write the correct word on the line after the sentence.

1.

2.

. We are going to help Aunt Lucy put up her December 25% tree.

. Ricky caused pain to the kitten when he stepped on its tail.
. There are twin girls in Heather's people who live together.

Billy looks odd; unusual in his mother’s dress.
I want to think something’s real that all people are good.

. Tom was mad with Philip for going to the game without him.

Check your answers with the Key on page 63.
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