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On a small island, near a large harbor,
there once lived a fisherman’s little daughter

(named Samantha, but always called Sam), who

had the reckless habit of lying.

Not even the sailors home from the sea could
tell stranger stories than Sam. Not even the ships
in the harbor, with curious cargoes from giraffes

to gcrbi]s, claimed more wonders than Sam did.



Sam said her mother was a mermaid., when
everyone knew she was dead.
Sam said she had a fierce lion at home, and a

baby kangaroo. (Actually, what she really had was

an old wise cat called Bangs.)

Sam even said that Bangs could talk if and when
he wanted to.

Sam said this. Sam said that. But whatever Sam
said you could never believe.

Even Bangs yawned and shook his head when
she said the ragged old rug on the doorstep was a

chariot drawn by dragons.



Early one morning, before Sam’s father left in
his fishing boat to be gone all day, he hugged Sam
hard and said, “Today, for a change, talk REAL
not MOONSHINE. MOONSHINE spells trouble.”

Sam promised. But while she washed the dishes,
made the beds, and swept the floor, she wondered
what he meant. When she asked Bangs to explain
REAL and MOONSHINE, Bangs jumped on her
shoulder and purred, “"MOONSHINE is Aumma-
diddle. REAL is the opposite.”

Sam decided that Bangs made no sense whatever.
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Winner of the 1967 Caldecott Medal

Sam, a fisherman's daughter who dreams rich and lovely dreams—moonshine, her
father says—sits in her dragon-drawn chariot and says wise things to Bangs, her cat.
One day Sam sends little Thomas, her devoted friend, to Blue Rock, far out in the
harbor, and a sudden storm brings near disaster to Thomas and to Bangs. It is then

that Sam repentantly draws a line between moonshine and reality.

“An unusually creative story...presented in a realistic and sympathetic context.
...This is an outstanding book.” —School Library Journal
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