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and asked, Miss Palma, con the journal be fonger than
a page?

Sure, Steven, Why? What are you thinking about
creating here?

("Creating here” She acrually said that Don't
English teachers just sly you? My mom is actually
an English teacher, but that deesn’t mean | don't find
iy ewn English teachers a bit odd.)

Well I'm having trouble crafting my pross.

(Yeah, "crafting my prose’ Two can play this
game. . ..}

What's your topic? Remember what | always say:
“EEF™

{Seands for “Form Follows Funcrion” dont ya
knowe)

Ummm ... | want to write about a blg topic. And
it nat exactly g thing, fts. .. ith. ..

(&nd then it hit me. The most annoying thing in
my world is . . )

My little brather, feffrey.

Wow, that’s an ambitious topic! Go ahead. If yau



meed extra tine, feel free to tqke the praject fome
tonigh, o5 wail

Thanks, Miss Polma. A lor,

Anyway, heras what | wrote:

Having a brother is horrible. Having any brother
wolld be harrible, | suppose, bue having my parcicylr
brother, Jeffray, is an unrelenting nightmare, It's not
because he's eight years younger than | am, although
that’s parc of it. Haw would you like to be King of
the Planet for eight glorious years, and then suddan|y
et demeted eoVice-King! Its not because he's cuter
than I am, although thats parc of it, oo | have
mouse-brown cowlick-y hair, glasses chat are sbour
an inch thick, and braces that ook like | tried to
swallow 1 train wreck. He has those perfece licgle-kid
Chiclet-white teeth, 20-20 vision, and little blond
tinglets like the ones on the angels you see on che
posters in arc class. [t not even because he hates
me — he doesn't The truth is chae he idalizes me.
And chac’s the problem: The kid follows me around
like I'm Elvis or something, And while he’s being
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ruch too cute and following me around, he also
destroys all of my stuff, including my self-esteem and
My sanity.

Take. for example, the "Dangercus Pie" incident,
lefirey has known from an early age that the worst
passible ching he can do to me is oo touch my drum
stuff. | have some rules about this: He may not PLAY
the drumns, he may not pretend the cymbals are
shields and he is a knight, he may not hide IN the
bass drum, and precty much any Jefreyv-to-drumsticks
contact is a massive no-no, But on one faceful afeer-
neon list year, Jefiray threw the rules aut che window,

On the tragic day, | came home, said hi to Mam,
Elugged down soime mill, and headed down to the
basement to practice, | was in a pardicularly good
mood, | remember, because Renes Albert had told
trig in P-M. homeraom that she liked my shire. As this
wias such a grand oceasion, | decided te take the
Special Sticks down from their sacred perch and use
them for my practica-pad warm-up. In case you dida't
know this, 2 practice pad is a thick, dense, flat piece

of rubber. Usually It's glued onco 3 piece of wood.
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| Steven has a totally normal life (well, almost); He plays drums In the
| All-City Jazz Band (whase members call him the Peasant], has a crush
| an the hottest girl in school (who doesnt even know he’s alive), and
| |s constantly annoyed by his younger brother |effrey (who Is cuter
| than cute — which Is alse pretty annoying). But when Jeffrey gets sick,
: Steven’s world is turned upside down, and he is forced to deal with his
brocher's ilinass, his parents’ attempts to keep the family in one plece, his
| homework, the band, girls, and Dangercus Fie (yes, you'll have to read
the book to find out what that Isl).
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" brave book, . .. Sonnentdick carries It off with such charm and
dlan, you forget for & momant your heart (8 bresking,”
—Frank McCourt, suthor of Angefa’s Ashes and ‘Ti

w "Sonnanblick shows chat even In the midst of tragedy, [lfe goas on, love can
flowsar, and tha ane thing you can shways change i yoursell* —Bookist

“Real and ravr and heartrending . . . hystarieally funmy as wall®
—Hlrkes Reviews

Look inside for a bonus interview with the author
and oeher caol stuff!
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