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Once. long ago. there was a woman
who lived alone in the country with
her three children, Shang, Tao, and
Paotze. On the day of their grand-
mother's birthday, the good mother
set off to see her, leaving the three
children at home.

Before she left, she said, “Be good
while 1 am away, my heart-loving
children; I will not return tonight.
Remember to close the door tight at
sunset and latch it well.”




But an old wolf lived nearby and
saw the good mother leave. At dusk,
disguised as an old woman, he
came up to the house of the children
and knocked on the door twice:
bang, bang.

Shang, who was the eldest, said
through the latched door, “Who is
itr"

“My little jewels,” said the woll,
“this is vour grandmother, your Po
Fo.’

“Po Po!" Shang said. ""Our mother
has gone to visit you!"
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The waolf answered, “The journ

is long, my ch

short."
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