The Old Man and
_theSea




H!' was an old man who fished alone in o <kifl in
the Gulf Stream and he had gone cighty-four dave now
without taking a fish. In the first forty davs a bov had
been with him. Bui alter Forty davs without o lish the
bovs parents had told him that the old man was now
definitely and finally sulao, which is the worst [orm of
unlucky, and the boy lud pone at their orders in un-
ather baat which caught three good fish the firs week.
It made the bov sad to see the old man come in each
day with his skifl empty and he always went down 1o
help him carry cither the coiled lines or the galT and
harpoon and the sail that was furled around the mast.
The sail was [.mll_'h:'d with flour sacks and, Furled, it
loaked like the flag of peemanent defem.

The uld man was thin and gaunt with deep wrinkles
in the back of his neck. The brown blotches of the

benevolent skin cancer the sun brings  Feom  its
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reflection on the tropic sea were on his cheeks, The
hlotehes ran well diwn Uhe sides of his Tace and his
hands had the deep-creased scurs from handling heavy
fish on the cords. But none of these scars were fresh,
They were s old as erosions ina fishless desert.

Evervthing ubout him was ald except his eves and
they were the same color as the sea and were cheerful
and undeleated.

“Santiogn,” the boy sakd to him as they climbed the
hank From where the skiff was hauled up. “1 could go
with you again. We've made some money.”

The old man had taught the boy 1o fish and the boy
lewvozed Dnieen,

“No,” the old man said. “You're with a lucky boat.
Stay with them.”

“Hut remember how vou wenl cightyvsseven days
withaut fish and then we caught big ones every day for
three weeks.”

“I remember," the old man said. "1 know you did not
leave me because you doubted.”

"It was papa made me leave. | am a bov and | must
obey him.”

I lnow," the old man said, *1t is quite normal.”

“Fle hasnt much Faith,™
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“Wo,” the old man sald. “But we have., Haven't
wer

“Yes," the bov said. "Can | offer vou a beer on the
Terrace and e we'll jake the stull Bome.”

“Why not? the old man said. "Between fishermen,”

They sat on the Terrace and many of the fishermen
made tun of the old man and he was not anpre. Others,
of the older hishermen, looked at him and were snd.
But they did not show it and they spoke politely abou
the curremt and the depths they had drifted their lines
at ane the steady good wenther and of what they had
seen. The successful fishermen of that dav were al-
ready in and had butchered their marlin oot and car-
riced them loid Full length across two planks, with two
men staggering al the end of each plank, 10 the fish
house where they waited for the ice wuck to CHITY
them to the market in Havana, Those wha had caughe
sharks had taken them to the shark Taclory on the
other side of the cove where they were hoisted on a
black and wekle, their livers removed, their fins cut off
and their hides skinned oul and their Hlosh e inle
strips lor salting.

When the wind was in the east a smell came across

the harbour from ihe shark Gactony b today there



B Ol Man and the Sea 15 one of Hemingwiy™s most
I enduring works, Told in language of preat simplicity and
power, it is the slory of an old Cuban fisherman, down on

his luck, and his supreme ordeal—a relentless, agonizing battle with
a glunt mardin far out in the Gull Siream. Here Hemingway recasts,

n strikingly contemporary style, the classic theme of courrnee in he
face of defeat, of personal tiumph won from loss. Written in 1952,
this hugely successful novella confirmed his power and presence in
the literary world and played a large part in his winning the 1954
Nobel Prize for literniure,

w

ERREST HENINGNAY did more 10 change the siyle of English prose than
any olher writer in the twentieth century, and for his efforts be was
awarded the Nobel Prize for literature in 1954, Hemingway wrote
in shorl. declarative sentences and was known for his lough, terse
prose. Publication of The Sun Alse Rises and A Farewell 1o Arms
immediately established Ernest Hemingway as one of the greatest
literary lights of the twentieth century. As parl of the expalriate
community in the 1920s Paris, the former journalist and World War |
umbulance driver began a career that lead 10 international fame.
Hemingway was an aficionado of bullfig hting and big-game hunting,
and his main prolagonisis were always men and women of COUrIEE
and conviction, who suffered unseen scars, both physical and
cmotional. He covered the Spanish Civil War, portraying it in fiction
in his brnlliant novel For Whons the Bell Tolls. and he subsequently
covered World War [1. His classic novella The ©4d Man and the Sea
won the Pulitzer Prize in 1953, He died in 1961,
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