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THE CHESS MEN

JuLy

Grandpa frowns when he plays chess, like he does
when he prays, He's got a floppy mustache that pulls
that frown right down past his chin. He used to have
freckles like me, but T guess they expanded on him be-
cause his whaole face is pack-mule tan, with a [an of
_wrinkles at the corners. Years and years of moving cat-
tle and mending fences gives a man a fearsome lock,
and I bet it T work at it, T can look just like my grandpa
by the time T go to hoard at the high school. But the
fences arc mended for now and the cows are up in the
mountains with my older brothers, so Grandpa and me
are playing chess out on the back porch.

{srandpa’s chessmen are world-famous around
here. They came over the Oregon Trail with Grandpa's
grandfather in the covered wagon, and before that they
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came straight from Paris, France. They were carved by
hand from ehony for the dark side and vory for the
light. The pawns all have round helmets and longbows,
Everyone else has a sword, even the bishops, and their
fares are dead serious, which is what you want when
1.]'|.|',':ft".';j d WEr 4n.

Grandpa is the chess champ of Malheur Couney,
Oregon. We've been playing each other for years, so
I've pot him preery well sized up. He always opens by
moving the middle pawn up two spaces. But after that
first mowe, he's as wily as a badger and twice as rough.
[ haven’t beaten him vet, bur when I do, it will be
worth a town parade.

Now, o my mind, pawns are a shifty-looking
bunch, plus they clutter up the board, so 1 trv to clear
most of them off righe away, hiz and mine. T like 1oy
Lmlghts to have p]em;..- aof room o dde. ]"-."[].-' |:_|_I,]i:‘£_‘.]'ll:-,i
lenvight ricdes 4 paint mustang, That borse has got a tem-
per; she's lean and fast, and brave as a lion, My king’s
knight rides a Clydesdale; not so much speed, buc
plenty of power.

Rosita’s my queen, of course. She's a fifth grader
up at the school, and my best friend’s sister. She can
birth a lamb and kill a ratdesnake with a slingshor,
which is what I look for in 2 queen. Plus, she's as prety
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as a day in spring, and she laughs when I'm the one
talking.

I bet Grandpa’s working on putting me in a fork.
Thar's his favorite move, but T see it coming a mile
away, so I take a sip from a sweary glass of lemonade
and talk things over with the men. My king's bishop
is all for killing Grandpa's queen before she can get
us, because, ahter all, he is an excellent swordsman.
The rrouble is, Grandpa’s queen would have w be
Crrandma, and 1 couldn't ler anything bad happen to
her, now could If Its confession for sure, for killing
your grandma.

My gueen’s bishop and I talk the other bishop out
of it, which we do a lot. The queen's bishop is the more
reflective type because his hands are canved topether
for praving.

Grandpa leans forward in his straighe-backed
chait, sull frowning, Dad’s orders sit on the card rahle
beside the chessboard, in a tan army envelope. 1 made
Dad show me, because T couldn't helicve what he said.
They'te going to send him and the entire 87th Trans-
portation Battalion all the way o Trag. Reserve guys are
only supposed to go places for two wecks—maybe
three, if there’s a hurricane in Texas. Fourteen months!
It says Ddad will be gone fourteen months, right in
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