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THE MEANEST MAN
IN MAINE
TN

Mv wanmr 15 Homer P Free, and these zre my true
adventures. T mean ta write them doswn, every one, includ-
ing all the heroes and cowards, and the saints and the
sealawags, and them stained with the blood of innocents,
and them touched by pglory, and them that was lifted into
Heaven, and chern that went to the Other Place.

I say my “rrue” adventures because [ told a fily to 2 writer
once, wha went and put it in the newspapers abont me and
my big brother, Harold, winning the battle at Gettysburg,
anid how we shat each other dead but lived to tell the tale.
That's partly true, ahout winning the battle, but most ways
it's a lie.

Telling the truth den’t come casy to me, but [ will try,
even if ald Truth ain't nearly as useful as a fib sometimes.

The P stands for Pierce, which | got from our mother,
Abigail Pierce Figy, that perished of fever and left me and



Harold under the care of her lace sister's hushand, Squinton
Leach, Our father, Henry Figg, died of a felled tree before
[ came into this world, and when Mother passed avay, our
fortunes went Irom bad to worse, becawse Squinton Leach
was the meanest man in che entire state of Maine, [ tell a
le— there was 8 meaner man in Bangor onee, that pui}iuuud
eats for fun, but old Sguint was the hardest man in Somerset
County. A man so mean he squeezed the good out of the
Holy Bible and heat us with it, and swore that God HimselF
had inficted me and Harold on him, like he was Job and we
was Boils and Pestilence,

Seuinton Leach. Just writing down his name gives me the
shivers. Our mother was a Kindly schoolmarm and tawght
us Lo spealk proper, so L can't tell you exactly what | think of
Sguinton Leach, hut it approximates what T think of a rabid
shunk, or seabs on my hackside, or a bad teothache.

Me and Harold tried not o take it personal because
Squint hated everyehing, We just happened to be included,
as he'd gat stuck with us.

Ooee | made a list of the things Squint can't abide.

THINGS UNCLE HATES

1. HATES THE LAND HE WORKS, BECAUSE
IT'S FULL OF FLINTY ROCKES THAT DULL HIS PLOW,

2. HATES BOB THE HORSE THAT PULLS THE FLOW,
BECAUSE IT COSTS HIM HAY.



3. HATES HIS TWO cOWs, BESS AHMD FLOSS,
BECAUSE THEY HEVER GIVE ENQUGH MILE,

4. HATES HIS HOUSE, BEECAUSE
THE ROOF LEAKS,

B. HATES HIE BARM, EECAUSE
ME AND HARQLD LIVE THERE.

G. HATES WDMEMN, BECAUSE
THEY DIED AMND LEFT HiM TWO BOYS TO RAISE.

7. HATES SOUTHERNERS, BECAUSE
THEY OWHMN SLAVES.

B. HATES MESROES, DECAUSE
THEY COMPLAIN OF BEING EM3LAVED.

8. HATES BENATOR DOUGLAS,
BECAUSE DQUGELAS IS SHORT.

10, HATES PRESIDENT LINCOLM,
BECAUSE LINCOLM IS TALL.

11. HATES THE SKY, BECAUSE
IT DIDN'T MATTER IF THE SEY 15 SUNMNY AND BLUE,
IT'S BOUWMD T3 AAIN SOMEDAY,

Then I run out of paper: Parson Reed, of the Pine Swamp
Congregational Church, he once said Squinton Leach was
aggrieved of life, but T think he just flat aut enjoyed being
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“A SWASHBUCKLING AND HUMOROUS
TALE OF ADVENTURE”

—THE BOSTON GLOBE

In this award-witning page-turner, twelve-vear-old orphan
Homer runs away from Pine Swamp, Matne, to find his
older brother who has been sold toto the Unton Army. With
Tnugh-alomd bummor, Homer outwits and outrun$ a oolorfol
assortment of Ctvil War-era thieves, Soallywngs and 5pleg
ag he makes hits way South followtbg cimes that finally lead
htm to Gettysburg. Even through a bail of qunfire, Homer never
Toses beart—but will he find M brother? Or will tt be too latet
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