“Smart and mesmerizing.” —7he New York Times Book Review




Things Fou feep in g oy

S0 Mom got the posteard today. It says Congranulations
in hig curly letters, and ar the very rop is the address
of Studio TV-15 on West 5fth Street. After threc years
of trying, she has actually made ir. She’s poing to be a
contestant on The s20,000 Byramid, which is hosted by
Dick Clark.

On the posteard there's a list of things to bring. She
needs some cxmra clothes in case she wins and makes
it to another show, where they pretend it's the next
day even though they really tape five in one afterncon.
Barrettes are optional, but she should dehinicely bring
some with her. Unlike me, Mom has glossy red hair
that bounces around and might obstruct Ameriea's
view of her small freclded face.

And then there’s the date she's supposed w show
up, scrawled in blue pen on a line at the bowom of the
card: April 23, 7. Juse like you said.,

I checle the box under my bed, which is where I've
kept your notes these past few months. There it is,
in your tiny handwriting: April 27th: Studie TV4s, the



words all jerkoy-looking, like you wrote them on the
subway. Your last “proof.”

I still think about the leter you asked me to write.
It mags at me, even though you're gone and there’s no
one to give it to anymore, Somerimes T work on it in
my head, trying to map out the story you asked me to
tell, about everything that happened. this past fall and
winter, It's all still there, like a movie T can watch
when [ want to. Which is never,
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Things That Go Nissim

Mom has swiped a big paper calendar from work and
Scotch-taped the month of April to the ldrchen wall,
She used a far green marker, also swiped from work,
to draw a pyramid on April 27, with dollar signs and
cxclamarion points all around it She went outr and
bought a fancy epg timer that can accurately measure a
half minute. They don't have fancy epp timers in the
supply closet at her office,

April rwenty-seventh is also Richard's birthday.
Mom wonders if thats a pood omen. Richard is
Mom's boylriend, He and I are going 10 help Mom
practice every single night, which is why I'm sitting at
my desk instead of watching afier-school TV, which is
a birthright of every latchkey child, “Latchkey child”
is a name for a kid with keys who hangs out alone af-
er school until a grown-up gets home to make din-
ner, Mom hates that expression, She says it reminds
her of dungeons, and must have been invenced by
someone strict and awful with an unlimited child-
care budgst. “Frobably someone German,” she says,



YEARLING NEWBERY

By sixth grade, Miranda and her best friend, Sal, know how 10 navi-
gate their New York City neighborhood, They know where it's safe
tor g, and who to aveid. Like the crazy guy on the comer,

But things start to unravel. Sal pets punched by a kid on the
street for what scems like no reason, and he shuts Miranda our of
his lile. The apartment key thar Miranda's mom keeps hidden for
EMErgEncies is stolen, And chen a MYYELErious noke arrves, scrawled
on a tiny slip of paper:

I am coming ta save your friendd’s life, and my owm,
I sk roeo favers. Faret, you must write me a letter,

The notes keep coming, and Miranda slowly realizes that who-
ever is Jeaving them knows things no one should lmowe Each mes-
sage brings her closer 1o believing that only she can prevent a tragic
death, Until the fimal note makes her think she's wo late.

This remarkable novel 1akes place in the real world bur holds
a lantastic puzzle ar its heart. When You Reach Me is an original, and
a brlliant and profound delight.
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