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The
GOLDEN APPLE

n the high and far-off days when men were
Iherues and walked with the gods, Peleus,

king of the Myrmidons, took for his wife a
sea nymph called Thetis, Thetis of the Silver Feet.
Many guests came to their wedding feast, and
among the mortal guests came all the gods of high
Olympus.

But as they sat feasting, one who had not been
invited was suddenly in their midst: Eris, the god-
dess of discord, had been left out because wherever
she went she took trouble with her; yet here she



was, all the same, and in her blackest mood, to
avenge the insult.

All she did—it seemed a small thing—was to
toss down on the table a golden apple. Then she
breathed upon the guests once, and vanished.

The apple lay gleaming among the piled fruits
and the brimming wine cups; and bending close to
look at it, everyone could see the words “To the
fairest” traced on its side.

Then the three greatest of the goddesses each
claimed that it was hers. Hera claimed it as wife to
Zeus, the All-father, and queen of all the gods.
Athene claimed that she had the better right, for
the beauty of wisdom such as hers surpassed all
else. Aphrodite only smiled, and asked who had a
better claim to beauty’s prize than the goddess of
beauty herself.

They fell to arguing among themselves; the argu-
ment became a quarrel, and the quarrel grew more
and more bitter, and each called upon the assembled
guests to judge between them. But the other guests
refused, for they knew well enough that, whichever
goddess they chose to receive the golden apple, they
would make enemies of the other two.

In the end, the three took the quarrel home with
them to Olympus. The other gods took sides, some
with one and some with another, and the ill will be-
tween them dragged on for a long while. More than
long enough in the world of men for a child born
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when the quarrel first began, to grow to manhood
and become a warrior or a herdsman. But the im-
mortal gods do not know time as mortals know it.

Now on the northeast coast of the Aegean Sea,
there was a city of men. Troy was its name, a great
city surrounded by strong walls, and standing on a
hill hard by the shore. It had grown rich on the
tolls that its kings demanded from merchant ships
passing up the nearby straits to the Black Sea corn-
lands and down again. Priam, who was now king,
was lord of wide realms and long-maned horses,
and he had many sons about his hearth. And when
the quarrel about the golden apple was still raw
and new, a last son was born to him and his wite
Queen Hecuba, and they called him Paris.

There should have been great rejoicing, but
while Hecuba still carried the babe within her, the
soothsayers had foretold that she would give birth
to a firebrand that should burn down Troy. And so,
when he was born and named, the king bade a ser-
vant carry him out into the wilderness and leave
him to die. The servant did as he was bid; but a
herdsman searching for a missing calf found the
babe and brought him up as his own.

The boy grew tall and strong and beautiful, the
swiftest runner and the best archer in all the coun-
try around. So his boyhood passed among the oak
woods and the high hill-pastures that rose toward
Mount Ida. And there he met and fell in love with a
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he gods and goddesses of Olympus scheme

as the ancient world is thrown into turmoil.

Helen, a legendary beauty and wife of the
Greek King, has been abducted by her Trojan lover.
The jealousy of the Greek King flames into lethal
vengeance as the Greeks descend on the city of Troy
aboard their black ships. In the siege that follows,
history's greatest heroes—among them Ajax,
Achilles, and Odysseus —are forged in combat, and
the dark costs of passion, pride, and revenge must be
paid. In the end, the whims of the gods, the cunning
of the warriors, and a great wooden horse will

decide who emerges victorious.
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