Yy WEEREX 112D EDITION

R R B g R B B iR i e i i A i A R R R R i LT R

()xford

Annotated

BIBLE

New Revised Standard Version
with the Apocrypha

T i g o oA o g o o B B g g o g g g

bty O ERE R CIEER] ) [ R ) S0 (S, i Y ORI i 11 5y (R - A (58 | O [ .




In the beginning when God creared
the heavens and the earth, 2the earth
« a5 a formless void and darkness covered
“ne face of the deep, while a wind from
rod” swept over the face of the waters.
Then God said, “Let there be light™; and
-nere was light, *And God saw that the
zht was pood; and God separated the light
wom the darkness. $God called the light
ay, and che darkness he called Night, And
rere was evening and there was morning,
‘ne first day.

A And God said, “Let there be a dome in
-7 midst of the warters, and let it separate
e waters from the waters.” 750 God
—ade the dome and separated the waters
“=at were under the dome from the waters
~~at were above the dome. And it was so.
‘Geond called the dome Sky. And there was
- ening and there was morning, the second
iy

GENESIS 1.1-1.14

9 And God said, “Ler the waters under
the sky be gathered together into one place,
and ler the dry land appear.” And it was so.
10God called the dry land Earth, and the
waters that were gathered together he
called Seas. And God saw thar it was good.
UThen God said, “Let the carth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit
with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12The
earth brought forth vegetation: planes
vielding seed of every kind, and trees of
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in ir.
And God saw that it was good. 13 And there
was evening and there was morning, the
third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in

a Or when God began o ereate or In phe beginning
God created b O wdvile the spirit of God or while a
righty wind

1.1-11.26: The primeval history. From creation to the birth of Abraham, This unit is composed of two
~ncipal layers, a Priescly source thar also provides an editorial framework, and a non-Priestly narearive,
senmified by many scholars as belonging to ] (the Yahwist).

1.1-2.3: Creation culminating in sabbath. This 'riestly account of creation presents God as a divine
-zr, crearing the universe by decree in six days and resting on the sevench. 1.1: Scholars differ on whether
~i» verse Is to be translated as an independent sentence summarizing what follows {e.g., “In the beginning
-«d creared™) or as a temporal phrase describing what chings were like when God started (e, “When

i bepan to create .

.- the carth was a formless void™; ¢f. 2.4—&). In eicher case, the ext does not

~ribe creanion out of nothing {contrast 2 Macc 7.28). Instead, che story emphasizes how God creates
-2er trom a watery chaos, 20 As elsewhere in the Bible, the deep (Heb “tehom™) has no definite article
e arrached roie in the Heb, Some see “tchom™ here 1o be related 1o the Babylonian goddess Tiamat,
svmnity representing oceanic chaos, whom the head god, Marduk, defeated in Emeemia Elfsh, a major
“+ovlonian creation story, Christian interpreters have tended 1o see the “Spiric™ of the Trinity later in chis
rac. Wind fits the ancient context betrer (see 8.1). 3: The first of eight acts of creation through decree.
«= 1 divine king God pronounces his will and it is accomplished, 4-5: These verses introduce two other
~crnes crucial to this account: the goodness of ereation and the idea thae creation is accomplished through
J's separating, ordering, and naming elements of the universe. The seven-day scheme of 1.1-2.3
-uires the creation of lighe, day, and nighr ar the ourset. Since in some tradirions the Jewish day began

« = sundown, the order is evening and morming, 6-8; The dome/Shy made on the second day separares
- upper acean {Ps 148.4; see Gen 7.11) feom a lower one. This creates a space in which subsequent
~wanion can take place. 8-13: Two crearive aces: crearion of dry land and command of chat land 1o bring
~n vegetation. Earth is a feminine noun in Heb, The text thus echoes other ancient mythologies and
< e cycle in having a feminine carch bring forch che fiest life in the universe (cf. Job 1.21). God is only
‘ved indirectly here, commanding the earth to pear forth. 14-19: There is a correspendence between

» one to three and days four to six (1| 4, 2 || §, 3 || 6], which heightens the symmetry and order of
2's creanion. Here, Gods creation of heavenly lights on the fourch day corresponds to creation of
et day, and night on the first. In a critical response to non-lsraelite cultures whe worshiped these
-avenly badies, the bodies are not named and are identified as mere timekeepers, 20-23: See vv, 14=1%n.
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GENESIS 1.15-1.31

the dome of the sky to separate the day
from the night; and let them be for signs
and for seasons and for days and years,
15and let them be lights in the dome of the
sky to give light upon the earth.” And it
was 50, 18God made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day and the
lesser light to rule the nighr—and the stars.
17 God set them in the dome of the sky o
give light upon the earth, 1¥to rule over the
day and over the night, and to separate the
light from the darkness. And God saw that
it was good. 1*And there was evening and
there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring
forth swarms of living crearures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the dome of
the sky.” 2150 God created the grear sea
monsters and every living creature that
maves, of every kind, with which the wa-
ters swarm, and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good.
22(God blessed them, saying, “Be fruicful
and mulciply and fill the waters in the seas,
and ler birds multiply on the earth.” 2 And
there was evening and there was morning,
the fifth dav.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring
forth living creatures of every kind: cattle
and creeping things and wild animals of the
earth of every kind.” And it was so. 23God
made the wild animals of the earth of every
kind, and the cartle of every kind, and ev-

erything that creeps upon the ground of ev-
ery kind. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make huo-
mankind® in our image, according o our
likeness: and let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the
air, and over the cattle, and over all the
wild animals of the earth,* and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
27 So God created humankind? in his

IMmage,
in the image of God he created
them;’
male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them, and God said to them,
“Be Fruitful and mulriply, and fll the earth
and subdue it; and have dominion over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the
air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth.” 2?God said, “See, [ have
given you every plant yielding seed that is
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree
with seed in its fruit; you shall have them
for food. 30 And 1o every beast of the earth,
and to every bird of the air, and o every-
thing that creeps on the earth, everything
that has the breath of life, I have given ev-
ery green plant for food.” And it was so.
31God saw everything that he had made,
and indeed, it was very good. And there

d Heb adanr
¢ Heh bim

B Syr: Heb aid over all the earth

Where the second day fearured the dome separating upper and lower oceans, the fifth day fearures the
creation of birds to fly across the dome and ocean creatures, including sea monsters {I's 104.25-16). Crod's
blessing of che swarming creatures (1,22} anticipates a similar blessing that God will give humanity (1.28).
24-30: See vv. 14—19n, Where the third day involved creation of land and plants in tuen, this sixth day
involves the creation of two types of plant-eating land-dwellers: animals and then humans. 24-25: Again,
earth is involved in bringing forth life (see 1.9-13n.), 26: The plural #s, osr {3.22; 11.7) probably refers
to the divine beings who compase God's heavenly court (1 Kings 22.19; Job 1.6). Image, likeness is often
interprered to be o spiritual likeness berween God and humanity. Another view is that this text builds on
ancient concepts of the king physically resembling the god and thus bearing a bodily stamp of his authar-
ity to rule. Here this idea is democratized, as all of humaniry appears gadlike. This appearance equips hu-
mans for godlike rule over the fish, birds, and animals. 27-28: The text stresses the creation of humanity
as simultaneously male and female. This leads to the emphasis in the blessing of v. 28 and the book of Gen-
esis as 2 whole on the multiplication of humanity in general (6,15 9.1-7) and lsrael in parricular (17.2-6;
47,271, 29-20: The text envisions an ancient mythological time before violence disturbs God’s perfece
order (cf. 6.11}. 31: Where individual elements of creation were “good” (vv. 4,10, etc.), the whole is very
good, perfectly corresponding to God's intention. 2.1-3: This day is the point to which the whole
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was evening and there was morning, the
pxth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were
& finished, and all their multitude. 2And
= the seventh day God finished the work
war he had done, and he rested on the sev-
weh day from all the work that he had
some. 350 God blessed the seventh day and
sallowed it, because on it God rested from
! the work that he had done in crearion.
¢ These are the generations of the heav-
o and the earth when they were created.
‘= the day that the Lorp* God made the
wwrth and the heavens, Swhen no plant of
we field was vet in the earth and no herb of
we field had yetr sprung up—for the Lorp
«d had not caused it to rain upon the
serth, and there was no one to till the
gwound; #bur a stream would rise from the
=s=th, and water the whole face of
s ground— 7then the Lorp God formed
man from the dust of the ground,” and
weathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
wni the man became a living being. $And
w LorD God planred a garden in Eden, in
e east; and there he put the man whom he

GENESIS 2.1-2.16

had formed. 9 Qut of the ground the Lorp
God made to grow every tree that is pleas-
ant to the sight and good for food, the tree
of life also in the midst of the garden, and
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river flows out of Eden to water
the garden, and from there it divides and
becomes four branches. 11 The name of the
first is Pishon; it is the one that flows
around the whaole land of Havilah, where
there is gold; 12and the gold of that land is
good; bdellium and onyx stone are there.
13The name of the second river is Gihon; it
is the one that flows around the whole land
of Cush. 14The name of the third river is
Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the
fourth river is the Euphrates.

15 The Lorp Ged took the man and purt
him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep
it. '8And the Lorp God commanded the
man, “You may freely eat of every tree of

a Heb YHWH, as in other places where “LoRD" 15
spelled with capital letters {see also Exod 3.14-15 with
notesl. & O forened g man (Heb adam) of dust
from the growend [Heb adaserah)

wwem-day scheme has led. God does not command the sabbath, but does rest (Heb “shabat”) on the seventh
s 3nd bless it, weaving the seven-day rhythm into creation. The “creation™ of institutions is found in
sty ancient creation stories as well.

2 4a- Probably not the conclusion of the Priestly creation story, but a separate superseriprion introduc-
sy e following material, as elsewhere in Genesis (e.g., 5.1; 6.5; 10.1).

2 4 25: Creation in a garden. This tradition, often identified as ], is different from 1.1-2.3, as
wetemced by the different style and order of events. Though distinet from the Priestly account of 1.1-2.3,
« sewertheless reflects ancient temple imagery, 4b—6: A description of how things were prior o crearion

1-2) is common in ancient Near Eastern creation stories. 7: The word play on Heb *‘adam” (human
won here rranslated “man” [ef. 1.26]) and “‘adamah™ (arable land; here ground) introduces a motif
serscreristic of this cradition: the relation of humankind 1o che soil from which it was formed. Human
e o5 not a duality of body and soul; racher God's breath amimates the dust and it becomes a single
womg being (Ps 104.29; Job 34.14-15). 8=9: Edenr means “delight.” This divine garden recalls the
werden of Godithe Lorn™ mentioned elsewhere in the Hebrew Bible (13.10; Ezek 28.13-16; 31.8-%; Isa

% Boel 2.3), and such sacred pardens are known in other ancient Near Eastern temple traditions. In
e, ancient Near Eastern art and texts fearure a prominent focus on trees, often associated with ~
wemne powers of ferrilicy. Usually such wrees symbolize life, as in the tree of fife here (3.22; see Prov
& Rev 22.2.14,19). Bur this story focuses more on the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
wemtwderng wisdom {2 Sam 14.17; 1 Kings 3.9). See 12.6-8n. 10-14: This section, along with the pre-
wieg one describing the “stream™ rising up o warer the ground (2.6}, may draw on the ancient tradition
e 3 temple is built on a primal mountain of creation from which the warters of the earth flow. The rivers
semmemed here combine world rivers like the Tigris and Exphrates (both in Mesopotamia) with the local
e that flowed from Mount Zion in Jerusalem (Ps 46.4; lsa 7.6; Zech 14.8), although Cush is gener-
W weher Ethiopia or in Arabia. Pishor is unknown; Havilah is probably in Arabia. 16-17: The speech
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AUCMENTED pipipp EDITION « NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION

MICHAEL D. COOGAN, EDITOR

Marc 7. Brecler, Carol A, Mewsom, and Pheme Perkins, associaTeE EDITORS

ountless students, prolessors and general readers alike have relied upon The New
Ohcford Annotated Bilile with the Apocryprie Tor essential scholarship and guidance 1o the
warld of the Bible. The Augmented Thivd Editien adds 1o the established repuation of this

premicr academic resource.

Especially noteworthy is the addition of a glossary of technical terms in hiblical critcisim
andd history, A wealth of additional maps, charts, and diagrams further clanfy informa-
Hon found in the scripture pages. And, section intreductions have been expanded and
the book mtroducions have been made more uniform in order to enhance their ueility.

This volume maintains and extends the excellence the Aneoteded s users have come to
cxpect, bringing fresh insights, rich information, and new approaches w bear upon the
reader's understanding of the text of the Bible.

The kev Teatures of the Augmented Thied Bdition include:

Insightful section and book introdoc-
tions and annotations,

Additional black & white in-text maps,
charts and diagrams,

Annolations in a single column across
the page bottom, paragraphed accord-
ing 1o their holdface wpical headings.
Rackground essavs on the major divi-
stons of the hiblical texi.

Essavs on the history of the formation of
the hiblical canon for Jews and varions
Christian churches.

Deailed explanations ol the historical
background of the tex.

Muore in-depth treatment of the varieties
of hiblical criticism.

A timeline of major events m the ancient
Mear East.

A brief history of hiblical interpretation,
from biblical times to the present,

« A full medex to all of the study materials,
keved to the page numbers on which
thev oocur.

« 32-page seciion of authoriative, full
color Mew Oxford Bible Maps, inclucding
place name index.

» A Gd-page select MRSV Concordance for

localing prominent words in the ext,

 Glossary of technical terms in biblical

criticism and history.

T Samplr

among the people. 2450 his fame spread
rhroughour all Syria, and they broughe 1o
him zll the sick, those who were afflicred
with various diseases and pains, demoni-
acs, epileptics, and paralvrics, and he cured
them. 25 And great crowds followed him

Marthew is concerned wich a geographical desigmat
ing and John's are idenocal, 18=22; Mk 1. 16-20;
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