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,]_l:e: wonman siniled so politely that he fele offended.

“Let me tell Principal Morgan that you're here, Me. St.
Clair. She’ll want to talk with you.” She walked two steps,
turned back. “She likes to talk to everyone, I mean. Aoy
new teacher”

“Df 'I:l;}l.l.l'!'iﬂ.“

Fle should have been used ro chis by now,

More than three minutes later she emerged from the
principal’s office, smiling too widely, Too openly. People
always display far too much acceptance, he'd noticed, when
they are having reouble mustering any for real,

"Go right on in, Mr. St Clair, She’ll see you™

“Thank you"”

The principal appeared to be about ten years alder than
he, wich a great deal of dark hair, worn up, a Caucasian and
ateracrive. And atermactive wonten always made him hure, lie-
erally, a long pain that searted high up in his solar plexus
and radiated downward through his gut. As if he had just
asked rhis actractwve woman o the theater, only to be wld,
You must be joking,
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"We are so pleased o meer you face-to-face, Mr, 5t
Clair” Then she fushed, as if the mention of the word
“face” had been an unforgivable faux pas.

"Please call me Reuben.”

“Reeuben, ves. And I'm Anne.”

She met him with a steady;, head-on gaze, and at no nme
appeared startled. So she had been verbally prepared by her
assistant, And somechow the only thing worse than an
unprepared teaction was the obviowsly rehearsed absence
HFHI'.I.I'_".

He hated these moments so.

He was, by his own admision, a man who should stay in
one place. But the same facrors thar made 1t hard to start
over made it hard to staw

She modoned toward a2 chair and he sat. Crossed his
legs. The crease of his slacks was neatly, carcfully pressed.
He'd chosen his tie the previous night, to go well with the
suit, He was a2 demon about groonung, although he knew
o one would ever really see. He appreciaced these habits in
himself, cven if, or because, no one else did.

“I'm not quite what you were expecung, am [ Anne?™

The use of her first name brought it back, but more
acutely. It was very hard to walk to an attractive worman.

"In what respects”

“Please don't do this. You must appreciate how many
times ['ve replayed this same scene. I can't bear to talk
around an obvious ispe”

She rried o establish eye contact, as onc normally
would when addressing a coworker in conversation, bur she
could not make it stick. "I undemstand” she sad.

[ doubr it he said, bur not our loud.

“Ir is human namure,” he said out loud, "to form a picture
of someone in your mind. You read a résumé and an appli-
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carion, and you see ['m forcy-four, a black male, a war ver-
eran with 3 good educational background. And you think
you see me And because you are oot prejudiced, you hire
this black man to move to your town, teach at your school.
But now [ areive to test the limits of your epen mind, Ic%s
easy not w0 be prejudiced against 2 black man, because we
have all seen hundreds of those™

“IF you think your position is in any jeopardy, Reeuben,
you're worrying for nothing,"

Do you really have chis liede walk with everyone?"

“OF course [ do.”

“Belore they even address their fiese class?™

Panse, Mot necessarily, 1 ust thought we mighe discuoss
the subject of . . . inidal adjustmend”

"You worry that my appearanee will alarm the sw-
clenes,”

WAt Tas your experience been with thae i che pase?™

"The students are abways easy, Aone, This i che dithieule
rrvesnent, Always”

1 unelerstand.”

“With all respect, I'm not sure you do” he said. Out
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AT HIS FORMER 3CHOoL, im Cincinnatl, [Leuben had a
friend named Louis -EITE:lb;I:i:I. Low had 2 special way of
addressing an unfamiliar class. He would enter, on that fest
morning, with 3 vardstick in his hand. Walk right into the
flap and fray. They like to test o teacher, vou see, at first, This
vardstick was Louw’s own, bought and carried in with him. A
rather thin, cheap one, He always bought che same brand ac
the same store. Then he would ask for silence, which he
never received on the Hest request. Afeer counting to three,
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“An inspiring novel, fascinating in its implications,”
—RIcHARD Patn, Evans;, author of Tie Chrintmees List and  The Christmas Box

Catherine Rynn Hyde’s internacional sensation, Pay fr forwwnd, |s the moving swory
of Trevor McKinney, o twelve-year-old boy who acceprs his soclal srudles reacher's
challenge to come up witha plan o change che world,

Trevor's idea is simple: Do 2 good deed for rhree peaple and ask them o “pay It
Forward" to three others who need help. He envisions a vast movement of kindness and
gaodwill spreading beyond his small California vown and across the world, However,

when Jerry, @ bum te whom Trevor gave his allowance, recurns woa life of dlssolurlon,
the projecr scems valuable only as a lesson on the dark slde of human nacure, But
ultlmarely Trevar is vindlcared, At first peaple don't know haw o explain the odd dip
in crlme rates across the naclon, bura journallse with o sioey ofhls own cracks down the
source of rhe epidemic of random acts of kindness and makes Trevor a celebhty.

Yer Trevor has problems closer to homel e wants his preey, hardworking mother
w sew the softer slde of his beloved reacher, Reuben St Clalr, a searred Vietnm veteran
who seemns 1o come nllve only when he's in frong of his clags.

Anyone wha has ever despaired of one person's abdlicy 1o effect change will refoice In
Trevor's cournge and hils determinatlon vo see the good In everyone,
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— St Fraeetsen Clevagiicde

— Pl Dhewewr Past

—{'.'u":fmgu Tiberne

[ | CATHERINE RvyAN 1Y 2E s the author of many novels, incloding
Heeoring Chioe, Loce i e Presess Terere, The Year i My Miraculnwr Reap-
peavatiee, Clviing Windndlls, The Day £ Killedd famees, and Diary af a Wi
e, Sl lives in Californgn wack T dog. Ella. To learn howw yon can help

change the world, visic wawwepayvitlorward foundation.ong,
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