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GHAPTER 1

Thf: day Shiloh come, we're having us a big
Sunday dinner. Dara Lynn’s dipping bread in her
glass of cold tea, the way she likes, and Becky
pushes her beans up over the edge of her plate in
her rush to get 'em down.

Ma gives us her scolding look. “Just once in
my life,” she says, “I'd like to see a bite of food go
direct from the dish into somebody’s mouth
without a detour of any kind.”

She’s looking at me when she says it, though.
It isn’t that I don’t like fried rabbit. Like it fine.
[ just don't want to bite down on buckshot, is



all, and I'm checking each piece.

“I looked that rabbit over good, Marty, and
you won't find any buckshot in that thigh,” Dad
says, buttering his bread. “I shot him in the neck.”

Somehow | wish he hadn’t said that. I push
the meat from one side of my plate to the other,
through the sweet potatoes and back again.

“Did it die right off?” I ask, knowing I can’t eat
at all unless it had.

“Soon enough.”

“You shoot its head clean off?” Dara Lynn asks.
She’s like that.

Dad chews real slow before he answers. “Not
quite,” he says, and goes on eating.

Which is when I leave the table.

The best thing about Sundays is we eat our big
meal at noon. Once you get your belly full, you
can walk all over West Virginia before you're
hungry again. Any other day, you start out after
dinner, you've got to come back when it’s dark.

[ take the .22 rifle Dad had given me in March
on my eleventh birthday and set out up the road
to see what | can shoot. Like to find me an apple
hanging way out on a branch, see if | can bring it
down. Line up a few cans on a rail fence and shoot
'em off. Never shoot at anything moving, though.
Never had the slightest wish.

We live high up in the hills above Friendly, but
hardly anybody knows where that is. Friendly's



near Sistersville, which is halfway between
Wheeling and Parkersburg. Used to be, my daddy
told me, Sistersville was one of the best places you
could live in the whole state. You ask me the best
place to live, I'd say right where we are, a little
four-room house with hills on three sides.

Afternoon is my second-best time to go up in
the hills, though; morning’s the best, especially in
summer. Early, early morning. On one morning I
saw three kinds of animals, not counting cats,
dogs, frogs, cows, and horses. Saw a groundhog,
saw a doe with two fawns, and saw a gray fox with
a reddish head. Bet his daddy was a gray fox and
his ma was a red one.

My favorite place to walk is just across this
rattly bridge where the road curves by the old
Shiloh schoolhouse and follows the river. River
to one side, trees the other—sometimes a house
or two.

And this particular afternoon, I'm about
halfway up the road along the river when I see
something out of the corner of my eye. Something
moves. I look, and about fifteen yards off, there’s
this shorthaired dog—white with brown and
black spots—not making any kind of noise, just
slinking along with his head down, watching me,
tail between his legs like he’s hardly got the right

to breathe. A beagle, maybe a year or two old.
I stop and the dog stops. Looks like he’s been



MARTY WILL DO
ANYTHING TO SAVE SHILOH

When Marty Preston comes across a young beagle in the hills

behind his home, it's love at first sight—and also big trouble. It turns
out the dog, which Marty names Shiloh, belongs to Judd Travers,
who drinks too much and has a gun—and abuses his dogs. S0 when
Shiloh runs away from Judd to Marty, Marty just has to hide him and
protect him from Judd. But Marty's secret becomes too big for him
to keep to himself, and it exposes his entire family to Judd's anger.
How far will Marty have to go te make Shiloh his?

“A moving and powerful look at the best and

L

the worst of human nature.”—Booklist, starred review

A Newhery Medal Book
An American Library Association Notable Children’s Book

READ MORE ABOUT MARTY AND SHILOH IN
Shilch Season
Saving Shiloh
And don't miss the heartwarming movies Shiloh
and Shiloh Season, both now available on video
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