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PAUL RE VEBE 1

= q‘-‘"h-_ et e . ""‘-..__‘_ ! i

PICTURES BY MARGOT TOMES




In 1735 there were in Boston 42 streets, 36 lanes,
22 alleys, 1,000 brick houses, 2,000 wooden houses,
12 churches, 4 schools, 418 horses (at the last count),
and so many dogs that a law was passed prohibiting
peopie from having dogs that were more than 10U inches
high. But it was difficult to keep dogs from growing
more than 10 inches, and few people cared to part with
their 11- and 12-inch dogs, so they paid little attention
to the law. In any case there were too many dogs to
count.

Along with the horses, streets, and alleys, there were,
of course, people in Boston—more than 13,000. Four
of them lived in a small wooden house on North Street
near Love Lane. They were Mr. Revere, a gold and
silversmith; his wife, Deborah; their daughter,
Deborah; and their voung son, Paul Revere, born the
first day of the new vyear.
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Of all the busy people in Boston, Paul Revere would
turn out to be one of the busiest. All his life he found
that there was more to do, more to make, more to see,
more to hear, more to say, more places to go, more to
learn than there were hours in the day.

In Boston there was always plenty to see. Ships
were constantly coming and going, unloading every-
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thing from turtles to chandeliers. Street vendors were
constantly crying their wares—everything from fever
pills to hair oil to oysters. From time to time there

were traveling acrobats, performing monkeys, parades,
firework displays, and fistfights.

Once there was a pickled pirate’'s head on exhibit;
once there was a polar bear.




Everyone knows about Paul Revere's Big Ride to
Lexington. But not everyone knows the harrowing details
and narrow escapes that occurred along the way. And did
you know that Paul Revere forgot his spurs on his famous
ride? Or that he whittled false teeth to make extra money?
Or that he had really sloppy handwriting? Or that he had
sixteen children?

* “The entertaining presentation of little-known facts will be
enjoyed by primary and middle graders. The illustrations,
often funny, accurately portray the era and show many
facets of Colonial life.”

—School Library Journal (starred review)

% “This good-humored, unconventional recounting of Paul
Revere’s life and times succeeds in humanizing the man
behind the legend.” —Booklist (starred review)

“If you get only one book about Revolutionary America, this
should be it.” —Christian Science Monitor

An ALA Notable Children’s Book
A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year
A New York Times Qutstanding Book of the Year
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