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Stillwater

T WAS AN afternoon in late Septem-
ber. In the pleasant little city of Still-
water, Mr. Popper, the house painter,

was going home from work.

- He was carrying his buckets, his
ladders, and his boards so that he had rather a hard time
moving along. He was spattered here and there with
paint and calcimine, and there were bits of wallpaper
clinging to his hair and whiskers, for he was rather an
untidy man.

The children looked up from their play to smile at him
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as he passed, and the housewives, seeing him, said, “Oh

dear, there goes Mr. Popper. I must remember to ask

John to have the house painted over in the spring.”
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No one knew what went on inside of Mr. Popper’s
head, and no one guessed that he would one day be the
most famous person in Stillwater.

He was a dreamer. Even when he was busiest smooth-
ing down the paste on the wallpaper, or painting the out-
side of other people’s houses, he would forget what he
was doing. Once he had painted three sides of a kitchen
green, and the other side yellow. The housewife, instead
of being angry and making him do it over, had liked it
so well that she had made him leave it that way. And all
the other housewives, when they saw it, admired it too,
so that pretty soon everybody in Stillwater had two-
colored kitchens.

The reason Mr. Popper was so absent-minded was that
he was always dreaming about far-away countries. He
had never been out of Stillwater. Not that he was un-
happy. He had a nice little house of his own, a wife
whom he loved dearly, and two children, named Janie
and Bill. Still, it would have been nice, he often thought,
if he could have seen something of the world before he
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he lovable Mr. Popper dreams of being '
an intrepid Antarctic explorer, living life
among the penguins alongside his hero,
Admiral Drake. So he is shocked one day when the Admiral
responds to his fan letter by sending him a package
containing a real, live penguin! Soon, this penguin is joined
by another, and before long Mr. Popper has an ice rink in
the basement and a dozen delightful penguins living in
his house. With hardly enough money to feed his family,
and an ever-increasing bill for raw fish and canned

‘a shrimp, what can the wonderfully imaginative Mr.
Popper do but train his penguins and take the show

‘ on the road!
{

This unforgettable tale has become a beloved classic, inviting
readers to imagine, dream, and believe that anything is possible.
s L
Caldecott and Newbery Medal winner Robert
Lawson offers delightfully humorous illustrations
that are as integral to the charm of this classic as
the story itself. |
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