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Mr. and Mrs. Brown had one child. They
called him Leroy, and so did his teachers.

Everyone else in Idaville called him En-
cyclopedia.

An encyclopedia is a book or a set of
books giving information, arranged al-
phabetically, on all branches of knowl-
edge.

Leroy Brown’s head was like an ency-
clopedia. It was filled with facts he had
learned from books. He was like a com-
plete library walking around in sneakers.

Old ladies who did crossword puzzles
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Encyclopedia Brown

were always stopping him on the street to
ask him questions.

Just last Sunday, after church, Mrs.
Conway, the butcher’'s wife, had asked
him: “What 1s a three-letter word for a
Swiss river beginning with A?”

“Aar,” Encyclopedia answered after a
moment.

He always waited a moment. He wanted
to be helpful. But he was afraid that people
might not like him if he answered their
questions too quickly and sounded too
smart.

His father asked him more questions
than anyone else. Mr. Brown was the chief
of police of Idaville.

The town had four banks, three movie
theaters, and a Little League. It had the
usual number of gasoline stations,
churches, schools, stores, and comfortable
houses on shady streets. It even had a
mansion or two, and some dingy sections.
And it had the average number of crimes
for a community of its size.

Idaville, however, only looked like the
usual American town. It was, really, most
unusual.

For nearly a whole year no criminal had
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The Case of Natty Nat

escaped arrest and no boy or girl had got
away with breaking a single law in Idaville.

This was partly because the town’s
policemen were clever and brave. But
mostly it was because Chief Brown was
Encyclopedia’s father.

His hardest cases were solved by Ency-
clopedia during dinner in the Browns’ red
brick house on Rover Avenue.

Everyone in the state thought that Ida-
ville had about the smartest policemen in
the world.

Of course, nobody knew a boy was the
mastermind behind the town’s police
force.

You wouldn’t guess it by looking at En-
cyclopedia. He looked like almost any
fifth-grade boy and acted like one, too—
except that he never talked about himself.

Mr. Brown never said a word about the
advice his son gave him. Who would be-
lieve that his best detective was only ten
years old?

This is how it began:

One evening at dinner, Mr. Brown said,
“Natty Nat has struck again. He has held
up another store—and right here in
Idaville.”
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THINK YOU'RE SMARTER THAN ENCYCLOPEDIA BROWN?

THINK AGAIN!
THERE ARE TEN MYSTERIES INSIDE—
CAN YOU SOLVE THEM ALL?

* A Civil War sword . . .
* A watermelon stabbing . ..
* Missing roller skates . ..
* A trapeze artist’s inheritance . . .
* And an eyewitness who's legally blind!

The solutions to all the mysteries are in the back
(Just in case you don’t crack the case!).

Read all the books about Encyclopedia Brown!
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