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CHAPTER ONE

ﬁ
Annabelle Doll’'s Secret

NNABELLE looked around

the dollhouse nursery, feeling restless.

"Bobby,” she said to her brother, “let’s play

tag.

Bobby Doll was propped up in a corner
by the stairway landing in the dollhouse. That
was where Kate Palmer had left him before
school that morning.

"Do you think that’s safe, Annabelle?”
asked Bobby. “The Captain is right outside.”

Annabelle didn't have a chance to answer
his question. “No, it’s not safe!” Mama Doll

called from downstairs. Mama was standing
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T H E D O L I FEOTUPLI

on her head next to the piano, which was
where Kate had left her that morning. It was a
most uncomfortable position. "If you move
around now, Kate might come home and see
you. And Bobby's right. The Captain is just
outside.”

Annabelle looked out g L"'* N

the side window of . et
.| :'Ej (-] & ) bl
the dollhouse e ;\D - —é-“')‘

and saw the |

round yellow
eye of a cat

staring back at
her. She sighed.

Why couldn’t
The Captain



ANNABELLE DoLL's SEcCcRET

Annabelle flopped on her bed. She tried
to remember where Kate had left her that
morning. It had been somewhere in the nurs-
ery. On her bed? Sitting on the floor playing
with Baby Betsy? Calling to Nanny from the
doorway? Annabelle got to her feet again and
peered through the window. The Captain was
still standing on the shelf on which the doll-
house sat, staring in at the Dolls. When he saw
Annabelle he licked his lips. Annabelle stuck
her tongue out at him.

“Scat!” she called in her tiny doll voice.

“Annabelle, hush!” said Nanny.

Annabelle couldn't see Nanny, but she
pushed herself away from the window anyway.

“This is so boring,” she exclaimed. “My
life is so boring.”

No one answered her.

"Kate won't be home from school for
ages!” she went on.

Silence.

[ am going to die from boredom,
thought Annabelle. She flopped on her bed
again. "Mama, can | ask you a question?” she

called out.

"Is it a quick question?”
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