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Orange and black wings flutter over a field on a sunny summer day.
They are the bright wings of a monarch butterfly. The monarch
flies from flower to flower. It stops to rest for just @ moment.
Then it is oft again.




The butterfly has laid an egg on a milkweed plant. The egg is about
the size of a pencil point. It sparkles in the sunlight like a tiny jewel.
This is the first stage in the life of a new monarch butterfly.




A few days later, the egg looks
darker. The head of a caterpillar
is pushing through the thin shell.
The caterpillar is also called a
larva. It will crawl out of the
egg and onto the plant.
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