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Sherlock Holmes

Dr. Mortimer read the legend of the Hound of the Baskervilles 1o Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson.

Preview: Read the name of the story.

. Look at the picture

Read the sentence under the picture,
Kead the first 3 paragraphs of the story

Then answer the following question

'_n:ul...l,..r_,._.

You learned from your preview that

—— 4a. the story s told by Sherlock Holmes

—— b. Sherlock Holmes lost his walking stick

— €. the story is told by someone named Watson
—. d. Sherlock Holmes and Watson are enemies

Turn fo the l‘:'-e.l.rr:j'!'rr.'irhﬁrrln Check on page |'|'.'_r:-=-r rhe righl answer,

Now read the story.

Read to find out what new adventure awaits Sherlock Holmes



Sherlock Holmes

[ Mir. Sherlock Holmes, the great
detective, was seated at the table in
his apartiment on Baker Street in
London. He was usually very late
to breakfast in the morning. Today
was not any different.

I was standing by the fireplace
on this bitter cold mornming holding
a fine wooden walking stick. Our
visitor had left it behind the night
before. We had missed him and
had no idea what it was he wanted.

“Well Waison, now that you
have examined the stick, what do
 you think of the man who left it?”

“The initials, M. R.C. 5. suggest
that James Mortimer is a doctor.
He is not a town doctor, however,
for this stick is worn, used by a man
whose foremost means of
transportation are his feet. Dr,
Mortimer 15 a country doctor. 1
suspect the C.C. K. has something
to do with a hunt, Dr, Mortimer
might have given care to a hunter.”

Although Holmes was impressed
with my views, he set about the
construction of Dr. Mortimer,

“My dear man, you have helped
me find truth with your errors!™ he
said. *For instance, Dr. Mortimer
was given the walking stick from a
hospital rather than from a hunt;
C.C.H. represents Charing Cross
Hospital. The man practiced in
town first, then went into practice
in the country. Also, Dr. Mortimer
has a dog. Observe the teeth marks
on the stick.”

As Holmes was solving the
mystery of the walking stick, he
noticed a dog outside on the
doorsiep.

“Dr. Mortimer will soon be with
us, Watson.”

At that moment, a reply to a
knock at the door brought us face-
to-face with James Mortimer.
Mortimer was joyful, most
civilized, when he saw the walking
stick. He believed that he might
have left it at the Shipping Office
the day before,

More of Mortimer's character
became clear as he was questioned
about his past. He was not a doctor,
but a man imerested in science.
Further discovery showed that

Mortimer left the hospital because
he had married. Indeed, the walking
stick was a gift to him by two
friends at the Charing Cross
Hospital.

“1 have come to you, Mr.
Holmes, because you absorb
details, have a mind keen for
curiosity, and possess a practical
attention for facts. 1 have an old
manuscript for you to examine.™

Mortimer took the manuscript
from his coat. The writer of the
manuscript began his tale with
hope for pardon in the Baskerville
family; as Mortimer read on, the
legend began to unfold.

“Hugo Baskerville, the first of
the family, was mor civilized. His
tasie for cruel actions was known
fo many people. This Hugo came
1o love @ young woman who was
the daughiter of a yeoman. Her
family held lands near the
Baskervilles, but were notas rich as
an admiral’s family might be. Since
the pasition of the woman s farher
was ot of an admiral, Hugo
believed he could carry off the young
woman when her father and
brothers were nol al home. She
was placed in an upsrairs chamber
in Baskerville Hall, bur escaped
when the rime was righi.

“Hugo discovered the woman
had run away. Angry and Bitter ar
her acrion, he cried our thar he
would give his body and soul fo the
Powers of Evil iff he could caplure
the young woman. His friends were
drunk and angry and rold him ro
release the hownds upon her, Each
hound was shown rthe maiden’s
scarf and given her scemt for the
hur.

"Huge mounted his mare for
transportation and let loose ithe
hounds on the darkness of the
moor. Hugo's friends suddenly
came o their senses and realized
that the woman was in greal peril.
They, roo, mounted their horses
and starred across the moor,

“A shepherd, half-crazy, gave a
description of the unhappy woman
and the hounds on her trail. *Bur [
saw more than that!" the shepherd
stated in a startling speech. "Hugo
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Baskerville passed by on his black
maré. Behind him ran a hound -
running as if the devil was after
him! Heaven forbid a hound like
that showld ever run after me!’

“Larer, Hugo’s friends saw a
black mare approach them. Some
of the men rode towards a clearing
wirh the aid of the bright moon, The
scene raised the hair upon their
heads. In the center of the clearing
lay the woman, fallen dead of fear
in heart, weary worn in body. Hugo
Baskerville lay dead near her. The
men shuddered when they saw the
horrible thing as it plucked ai
Hugo's throat. It was a great, black
beast shaped like a hound, bur
much larger than any man had ever
seen. The beasi fore owi Hugos
throar as if it had a right ro punish
him. With blazing eyes and
dripping jaws, if furned o atlack
the three men who waiched in
disgust. They rode away lo save
their lives, screaming across the
moor,

“To this day, the family remains
unhappy in dearhs which have been
sudden, bloody, and filled with
miystery. They pray to God for
release, not 1o be punizshed for a
past cruel deed. Waich then with
care when a Baskerville crosses the
moaor in those dark hours when the
Powers of Evil are stirring.”

The manuscript was signed by
Hugo Baskerville, a descendant of
the evil Hugo, to his sons, Rodger
and John.

Mortimer finished reading. “Do
yvou not find it interesting?” he
asked.

“To a collector of fairy tales,”
said Holmes, vawning.
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Sherlock Holmes

VOCABULARY CHECK

admiral bitter civilized construction peril transportation

I.  Sentences lo Finish
Fill in the blank in each sentence with the correct key word from the box above.

1. The ship was in because of the approaching hurricane.

2. Jet planes are an important means of

3.  Ben spent many hours on the of his model racing car.

4, When winds blow, we want to stay indoors.

5. The explorers were surprised to find that the country was

6. The ordered the fleet to sail.

ll. Making Sense of Senitences

Do the statements below make sense? Place an X next to the correct answer.

1. The first step in the construction of a building is to

knock out all the windows. True____ False
2. If you were inE:_riJ1 you would probably be frightened. True____ False
3. An admiral probably knows a great deal about ships. True False
4. The United States today is a civilized nation. True False
3. The most delicious foods are those that have a bitter

taste. True False
6. Radio and television are used for transportation. True. False

Check your answers with the key on page 6%,

Thea page may be eproducsd for clamroom e 11
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