
Dear Parents,

Nothing compares to the magical experience of savoring  
a classic story—especially one you can read all by yourself!  
That’s the big idea behind Folk & Fairy Tale Easy Readers. 
This special collection of 15 storybooks was designed to put time-tested 
tales into the hands of your child with the dual purpose of introducing 
cultural touchstones and building key reading skills.

On the following pages, you’ll find quick tips to maximize learning 
before, during, and after reading.You’ll also find a handy grid stocked 
with each tale’s guided-reading level, word count, and challenging  
vocabulary words. We’ve even included engaging follow-up questions 
to boost comprehension. That’s everything you need to set your child on 
the road to reading happily ever after. 

              Enjoy! 

            The editors
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Tips for Reading the Books

*  Before Reading: Set the stage for a  
rich reading experience by inviting  
your child to discuss what he/she  
already knows about the tale. If  
your child doesn’t know the tale,  
encourage him/her to use the title  
and cover illustration to predict  
what it will be about.

*  During Reading: Invite your child to read the story to you, and as he/she 
does, pause to help him/her sound out any unfamiliar words. Define new 
vocabulary words, making use of glossary on the inside back cover when 
necessary.

*  After Reading: Boost comprehension by challenging your child to retell  
the story in his/her own words. You can also share the comprehension  
questions located on the Book-by-Book Learning Grid (see the following  
two pages).

*  Rereading: Encourage your child to read the story several times with  
an emphasis on proper pacing and expression. Meaningful repetition not 
only builds confidence, but helps hard-wire skills that lead to fluent reading.
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Book-by-Book Learning Grid

The Little  
Red Hen

The Three  
Little Pigs

Martina the  
Cockroach

The Tortoise  
and the Hare

The Three  
Billy Goats Gruff

The 
Gingerbread  

Man

Stone Soup

E

F

F

G

G

G

G

259

243

264

252

239

276

261

grind, hen, lazy,  
quite, wheat

chimney, cozy, dashed,  
stew, straw

cockroach, couple,  
perfume, whistle

by and by, grinned, hare,  
steady, tortoise

clomp, cranky,  
rammed, troll

clever, dashed,  
fibbed, munched  

naughty

broth, cabbage,  
sniff, village

Do you think it is fair for  
the little red hen NOT to  

share her bread?

At the end of the story, the  
big bad wolf never bothers  

the pigs again. Why?

Do you think a mouse would  
make a good husband for a 
cockroach? Why or why not?

What lesson do you think  
the author is trying to teach  

us in this story?

Why do you think the troll  
is so cranky? What makes  

you cranky?

Is the gingerbread man  
good or bad?  

Tell why you think so.

What would stone soup taste like 
without any vegetables?

Title
Guided 
Reading 

Level      

Word 
Count    

Challenging 
Vocabulary    

Comprehension 
Question
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Book-by-Book Learning Grid

The Ugly  
Duckling

Goldilocks 
and the Three 

Bears

The Spider and  
the Beehive

The City Mouse 
and the 

Country Mouse

The Elves and 
the Shoemaker

The Princess 
and the Pea

The Nightingale

Cinderella

G

G

G

H

H

H

I

I

287

311

297

366

382

279

412

446

Why do the other birds make fun of the 
ugly duckling? Is that right?

This story contains many sets of three.  
Can you find them all?

This story is called a “trickster tale.”  
Can you figure out why?

Why does the country mouse  
decide to go back home?

After the elves get their new clothes, they 
never return. Where do you think they go? 

What do you think they do?

Do you think it is fair for the prince to  
trick the princess? Why or why not?

What lesson did the king learn  
at the end of the story?

What happens when the  
clock strikes midnight?

curious, geese,  
heron, pecked

porridge, rude,  
slurp, tidy

entire, golden, hive, 
talent, village

finest, hikes, nibbled, 
roam, wrinkled

curious, deeds, jig, 
shoemaker, tattered

boulder, rude, shivering, 
snoozed, stormy

healed, nightingale, 
palace, servant, trusted

alas, chores, coach,  
spell, vowed

Title
Guided 
Reading 

Level      

Word  
Count

Challenging  
Vocabulary   

 Comprehension  
Question
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