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Introduction

Everyone loves a good story—and when that story i true, it can be even more
compelling, Teaching history is an essential pant of any currculum, but children
are more likely to absorb (and enjov!) what they learn abo
their country’s past when it s told through narrative,

rather than when it is presented as rote facts and dates,

And thats what Easy Reader Biographies is all abour—
rveting stories! We've chosen 12 remarkable people

whi have faced challenges, followed dreams, and fought

for canses, helping to shape our country's identity as well

as their own. From Johnny Appleseed’s cross-country

mission to Harriet Tubman’s brave journey to treedom, the

lives of these amazing people are sure to inspire children.

In addition, the program is designed o make nonliction accessible
and engaging. As teachers, we need 1o prepare even the youngest learmers for
increasing academic demands, and give them the skills they need o interpret
nonfiction materal both in and out of school. Easy Reader Blograplies introduces
children o nonfiction keatures such as picture captions and glossanes, as well
as casy-to-read graphics such as timelines, diagrams, and maps—all within the

context of exciting, true-lile stores,
Perhaps most imponant of all, Exsy Reader Biographies is a lexible,

easyv-to-use program designed o meet your teaching needs. The helphal featires

vot Il Hnd in the progream inclode:
+ 4 handy storage box designed o create an inviting, book display

o five copies of each book, allowing for both independent reading and

EroUp instruction
o teaching pages with step-by-step strategies for cach title
« an engaging reproducible graphic organizer lor each ritle, designed o
boost comprehension and critical thinking shills
- and much more!
With Easy Reader Bipgraphies, children will develop essential reading
shills, build core content knowledge and cultural literacy, and meet some

amazing Americans who are sure 1o inspine.
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How to Use the Program

Eusy Reader Biographies is a nonliction reading program designed o suppont and
enhance any curriculum. The books can be used inoa varety of ways o meet the
needs of your students. In addition, this eaching guide provides a wealth of
strategics and tips to help vou maximize childrens learning, Use the following

options to guide vou in tailoring the program o your cormculum,

Setting Up the Books

[he handy storage box can be wsed w create an inviting book display. Remove
the lid and hang it on the back of the box; then place the box on a countertop at
stdents eve level, Inside the box, you'll find five copies of each of the 12 ritles.
The tiered shelves ane designed o display six vitles at a time, two in each row

Rotate yvour display as necded o leature different ritles,

Using the Teacher's Guide
[his complete teaching resoirce provides vou with all the
materials you'll need o get the most ot of the program in

vour classroom. In this guide, you'll find the tollowing;

A rationale for making the program pan of your reading,
writing, and social studies curnculum, Connections
to the Standards (pages B9 presents each impaortant

standarnd vour students will meet through reading the books as

well as through the lessons and activities featured in this weaching guide

A Guided Reading and Nonfiction Feature Grid (pages 10-117 that shows
each books guided reading level, word count, vocabulary, and nonliction features

at a glance.

A Sample Guided Reading Lesson (papes 12-13) to use as a model for

teaching the texts with guided reading groups.

Teaching Nontfiction Text (pages 14-17), which provides research and strategries

tiv help children leam how to read and comprehend key leatures of nontiction.

Teaching the Biographies (pape 18], which provides a guide tor presenting the

books to children, including sugpestions for belore, during, and after reading

Four Graphic Organizers to Use With Any Book (papes 20-23), casv-to-use

reproducibles that reinforce childrens learning and build critical ghills.

Cne Teaching Page and one Reproducible for cach title in the program (pages
24-47). The ritles are organized in alphabetical order. You might present the
sories in chronological order or choose books thar coincide with a particular
topic of study or haliday, such as Presidents” Day or Martin Luther King, |r., Day

Cm these pages, vou'll tind:
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« & shom synopsis with background information about the bicgraphys subject.
- Strategies, questions, and discussion ideas to introduce the book to children.
« & srep-by-step puide for teaching the spotlighted nonfiction feature.
« Simple instructions for using the reproducible after reading.
« A shon lis of book links—titles to check out if children would like o

learn more.
« After-reading reproducibles—each titles activity sheet focuses on essential

comprehension skills, such as cause and effect, comparisen and contrast,
sequencing, and personal reading response.

Using the Books to Teach Nonfiction Text

The hiographies in this program provide a great venue for eaching the genre of
nonfiction. Embedded in each book are a varery of nonfiction tex structures, such
as chronological order, cause and effect, and problem and solution. Every book
contains the eszential nonfiction features of realiztic illustrations, captions, bold-faced
words, and a glossary. In addition, each title has one or two spotlighted nonfiction
features—these include maps, diagrams, bulleted lists, dmelines, and more.

Using the Books for Independent Reading

These hiographies make perfect additions 1o vour independent reading library.

You can display the books in the provided storage box, or if vou prefer, place them
in a basket labeled “Biographies.” Invite children to browse through the books and
choose one to read during independent reading time. Or place one of the titles in a
resealable bag for each student, along with other books at his or her reading level.

Using the Books for Guided Reading

These books are also excellent choices for guided reading. Each book correlates
with puided reading level 1 or ], (5ee the grid on pages 10=11 for leveling
information about each title.} This will help you select titles at just the right level
for each student. Research shows that books are “just right” when children are
able to read and understand the majority of the wext and are able 1o use strategies
to figure our most of the unknown words they encounter. The teacher is then able
o provide scaffolding, assisting with challenging concepis and providing prompis
to hoost comprehension and build sell-correction stratesies.

Since five copies of each title are included, you can easily group stadents
and use one title for small-group instruction. On pages 12-13. vou'll find a
sample puided reading lesson 1o wse with Rosa Parks: Bus Ride to Freedom. Use
the sample as a model to plan guided reading lessons for the other titles in the
program. The grid on pages 10-11 allows vou to preview each titles reading level.
word count, average number of words per page, and vocabulary, 20 vou can tailor
your instruction o meet students’ needs.
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Connections to the
Standards

The hooks and lessons in this program are designed 1o support vou in meeting the
following standards for students in grades K=<2. outlined by Mid-continent Research
for Education and Learning (McREL), an organization thar collects and svnthesizes
naticnal and state K=12 curriculum standards.,

Clvics
« Understands ideas about civic life, politics, and government.
« Understands the essential charactenistics of limited and unlimited sovernments,

+« Understands the sources, purposes, and functions of law, and the importance of
the mule of law for the protection of individual rights and the commaon good.

+« Understands the central ideas of American constitutional government and how
thiz form of government has shaped the character of American society

+« Understands issues regarding personal, political, and economic rights.

« Understands issues regarding the proper scope and limits of rights and the
relationships among personal, political, and economic rights.

« Understands how cermain character traits enhance citizens' ahilicy wo fulfill personal
and civic responsibilities.

« Understands the imponance of political leadership, public service, and a
knowledpeable citizenry in American constitutional democracy.

Geography

+« Understands the characteristics and uses of maps and other peographic wools.
« Knows the location of places and geographic features.

« Understands the physical and human characteristics of place.

+« Understands how peopraphy is used o interpret the past.

History

+« Understands the canses and nature of movements of large aroups of people inte
and within the United States.

+« Understands major discoveries in science and technology, some of their social and
economic effects, and the major scientists and inventors responsible for them.

+« Understands how communities in Mormth America varied long ago, including:

» Understands changes in community life over time.

» Understands the contributions and significance of historical figures of
the community.
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» Understands how democratic values came to be, and how they have been
exemplified by people, events, and symbols, including:

« Knows the English colonists who became revolutionary leaders and fought for
independence from England, such as George Washington and Thomas Jefferson,
Understands how individuals have worked to achieve the liberties and
equality promised in the principles of American democracy and 1o
improve the lives of people from many groups, such as Rosa Parks,
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Cesar Chavez

Understands how important figures reacted to their times and
why they were significant to the history of our democracy,

such as George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln,
Suzan B, Anthony, and Martin Luther King, Jr.

Linderstands the ways in which people in a varety of fields have
advanced the cause of human rights, equality, and the commoen good,
such as Fosa Parks and Cesar Chavez,

Understands the reasons that Americans celebrate cemain national holidays.

Knows the history of American symbols

Knows why important buildings, statues, and monuments are associated with
state and national history,

Lnderstands how people have helped newcomers pet settled and leam the ways
of the mew country,

Historical Understanding
» Understands and knows how to analyze chronoelogical relationships and pattems.

Language Arts

+ Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process.

+ Uses the stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing,

+ Uzes grammarical and mechanical conventions in wriiten compasitions.
+ Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process, including:

« Lzes meaning clues such as picture caprions, tide, cover, and headings 1o
ald comprehension.

+ Uses reading skills and strategies 1o understand and interpret a variety of
tnformational tests, including:

« Understands the main idea and supporting deails of simple expository
information.

« Relates new information to prior knowledge and experience.

Source: Content Knewiedge: A Compendiiem of Standards and Benchmarts for =11 Edwcation. #ih edsion
{Mid-comminent Besearch for Edwcation and Learming, 20043
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Nome

Dt
Yocabulary Chart

Record new words on the chart. First, write the vocabulary word.
Next, write what it means. Then, use the word in your gwn sentence.

Word What It Means Sentence Using Word
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