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The Battle for Scotland

As the bloody battle raged on, the three witches wait.

Preview: 1. Read the name of the story.

2. Look at the picture.

3. Read the sentence under the picture.

4. Read the first three paragraphs of the story.
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. Then answer the following question.

You learned from your preview that the three witches wanted to
a. start a storm.
_____b. watch the battle.
e. fight in the battle.
__d. meet Macbeth.

Turn to the Comprehension Check on page 10 for the right answer.

Now read the story.
Read on to find out what the witches tell Macheth.



- The Thane of Cawdor

“Where did they go? Banguo
asked after the witches disap-
peared.

“Into the air; and what
seemed real, melted, as breath
into the wind,” Macbeth said, “1
wigh they had stayed!”

Banquo eouldn’t think of the
witches as human, “Were those
things really here, or did some-
thing make us both imagine
them?”

“Your children shall be
kings,” gaid Macheth.

“You shall be King," replied

Banquo.

“And Thane of Cawdor too,”
gnid Macheth. They heard voices
behind them. Two of the king’s
thanes, Rosse and Angus, were
following them.

“Duncan heard about your
success in battle,” Rosse said to
Macbheth. “Messenger after mes-
senger brought word of how vou
WOn OVer two armies in one day.
To thank you, Duncan has
named you Thane of Cawdor.”

Banguo remembered what
the witches said. Surprizsed by
thiz news, Banquo thought to
himself, Can evil speak the truth?

“But, the Thane of Cawdor is
alive,” said Macbeth. “To call me
by his name ig like dressing me
in borrowed robes.”

*The old thane tried to betray
the king and will be punished,”
aaid Angus. “Duncan has chosen
vou to take his place.”

“The witches that made me
Thane of Cawdor promised your
children would be future kings,”
Macheth whispered to Banguo.

“Sometimes evil wing our
truat by telling the truth,” said
Banquo, “then evil betrays us
over more important matters.”

Macheth stood alone while
Banquo spoke with Rosse and
Angus. The witches came fo
tempt me, thought Macbeth. This

cannot be good. I am Thane of
Cawdor. But now I am tempted
to do something awful. I imag-
ine myself killing Duncan. My
heart beats with a fear I never felt
in battle. Now [ can't see what is
around me, only what might be.

The others thought Macbeth
was caught up by feelings over
Duncan's reward to him. Mac-
beth noticed they were waiting
for him. He tried to forget his evil
thoughta,

If chance will have me King,
why, chance may crown me with-
out my help, thought Macheth.
It is out of my hands.

While Macheth and the oth-
ers made their way across the
rocky hills, Duncan waited at his
palace, Malcolm, Duncan's older
son, told the king that Cawdor
had been killed.

*I trusted him completely.
There is no way to judge a man’s
thoughts from his face,” Duncan
replied sadly. Just then, Macheth
and the others arrived at the
palace. “Macheth! [ will never be
able to pay you back for all you
have done for me,” said Duncan.

“All I need is to serve you,”
said Macbheth. “I will always be
loyal to you. You deserve the
same from all of us,”

Duncan wiped his eves.
“Doan’t think I am crying from
sadness. It is my joy to tell you [
have chosen my son Malcolm to
be King after [ die. I will also re-
ward the loyal thanes who
helped me. Greatness, like stars,
shall shine on all who deserve,”

Macbeth was disappointed.
Now Malcolm was in his way of
becoming King, My eves must
hide my black and deep desires.

At Macbeth’s castle, Mach-
eths wife received a letter from
him abaut the witches., THEY
ENOW THINGS BEYOMND THE
HUMAN WORLD, the letter read.
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Macheth is Thane of Glamis
and Cawdor, and he will be king!
thought Lady Macbeth, as her
mind and heart began to fill with
evil and greed. But Macbheth has
been fed with too much milk of
human kindness. He wanis sue-
cess, but he won't do anything
bad to get it faster. Hurry home,
Macheth, so my words can clear
your way o the erown!

A messenger came into the
room. “The King comes to visit
tonight,” he said,

“Isn’"t Macbeth with the
King? He would have let me
know if the King were coming.”

The messenger explained
Macbeth was on his way to the
castle and then left the room.

Duncan will never leave this
castle, Lady Macbeth thought.
“Come, you spirits, enter my
body! Fill me from the crown to
the toe with evil!” she cried out.
“Make me strong so I can do
what I need to do without worry
of human kindness to hold me
back. Come, thick night, do not
let heaven peep through the
blanket of dark to cry ‘Hold,
hold!™

Lady Macheth heard her
husband come into the room. “Oh
Macbeth, vour letters take me
bevend the present. [ feel the fu-
ture now!”

“My dearest love, Duncan is
coming tonight,” said Macheth.

“And, when does he leave™

“Tomorrow,” said Macbeth,

“Oh, the sun will never zee
that day!™ said Lady Macheth,
“Your face, my thane, is a book
every man can read. To fool the
world, weleome the King and his
men here. Look like the innocent
flower, but be the snake hiding
under it. Leave all the rest to me,
Let me plan for tonight. And, to-
morrow you will be King!™
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A Dagger in the Might

COMPREHENSION CHECK
Choose the best answer:

(1) Macbeth left the feast because he
___a. felt tired.
___b. was seared.
_c. wasn't hungry.

__d. felt guilty about his evil plan.

2. One reason Macbeth did not want
to kill Duncan was because
___a. his wife didn't want him to do it.
___b. Banguo wanted to do it.
___¢. he was too tired.
__d. justice turns evil plans back on
- the people who do evil.

3. Macbeth decided to go forward with
his plan to kill Duncan because

a. Banquo told him to.

b. Lady Macbeth talked him into it.

d. a floating dagger came to him.

ady Macbeth and Macbeth could get
into Duncan's room after the servants
___a. cleaned up after the feast.

___b. put King Duncan to bed.

__¢. drank wine and fell asleep.
___d. got the dagger.

5. What did Macbeth say would make the

servants look more guilty?

_a. To ery and scream when they
found out about Duncan's death

___b. To keep a false face

__¢. To leave the castle

__d. To use the servant’s d
cover their hands with
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c. Fleance was going to do it anyway.

Preview Answer:
a. King Duncan.

6. Fleance is

8.

—
—

a. Macbeth's son.
b. Lady Macbeth's messenger.
c. Banquo's son,

__d. Lady Macbheth's servant.

Macbeth says, “The false face must hide
what the false heart knows.” He means
___a. his love for Lady Macbeth is not true.
___b. he has many faces.

__c. he loves man
___d. even though he knows his evil deeds,

Women.
he must look innocent.

Macbeth says that when he has success,
he will honor

a. Lady Macbeth.

b. Banquo.

c. Fleance.

d. King Duncan.

& Another name for this story could be

10.

a. “A Feast for King Duncan.”

b. “The Evil Plan Begins.”

¢. “The Sleeping Servants.”

d. “Lady Macbeth Meets Duncan.”

This story is mainly about

a. the evil plan to kill King Duncan.
b. Banguo's frightening thoughts.

c. the &ing'ﬂ feast.

d. Banquo's dream about the witches.

Check your answers with the key on page 67.

Thes pagpr may be reprodeced for dasarom uee
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